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Holocaust revisionism revisited 

The BNP is at pains to claim that it no longer 
espouses Holocaust denial. A few years ago, Nick 
Griffin, the BNP leader, would refer to the Holocaust 
as the Holohoax, claiming the Jewish community had 
linked up with Hollywood to make money out of gas 
chambers at Auschwitz and other such camps that 
never existed. 

These days it challenges the numbers who 
died, questions the “authenticity” of the buildings 
at Auschwitz and compares the death camp 
to Disneyland. 

So nothing has really changed. The BNP is still a 
party of Holocaust deniers. 

Also in hot water over his views of the Holocaust is 
the British historian [sic] David Irving. As he 
attempts to rehabilitate himself after his failed libel 
action and spell in an Austrian jail, he too claims to be 
changing his position. For this he is under attack 
from the hardline Holocaust deniers here and abroad. 

The truth is that Holocaust denial is a political 
construct designed to soften the public image of 
Nazism. It is a theory based on sand and as that sand 
slips away from under them the revisionists are 
desperately trying to cling on to any firm ground to 


defend the indefensible. 


Venfant terrible 


It has become an annual battle. A university invites 
Griffin to speak, an uproar ensues and eventually the 
invitation is withdrawn. Sometimes it is BNP 
supporters who instigate the invitation, such as at 
Bath University last year, but usually it is debating 
societies looking for a controversial speaker. 

Student bodies need to remind themselves of their 
No Platform policy. They have a social responsibility 
to students and the wider population which is not 
served by inviting the likes of Griffin to speak. 

Usually Griffin gets invited to discuss free speech. 
He has gone on record stating that once in power he 
would sweep away his opponents (illustrated by a 
noose), and in one such debate he shared a platform 
with the radical Muslim cleric Abu Hamza. The two 
men found much common ground in their view that 
the establishment should allow them to be heard. 
Hamza is now serving seven years in prison for 
inciting murder and race hate. 


Crisis, what crisis? 
The BNP and its apologists deny the party is in crisis. 
We beg to differ. 

If the BNP was a normal political party and so many 
of its leading figures had left in such a short period, 
questions would be asked. If a mainstream party failed 
to submit its accounts on time yet again and a leading 
party officer questioned the competency and honesty 
of its treasury department, an inquest would begin. 
If a party leader called his internal critics “vermin” 
he would be forced to resign. 

Fortunately the BNP is not a normal political 
party but that does nothing to detract from the mess 
it is in. ~= 


Investigation 


Trouble at the 
of Mad King N 


When party members pass damaging documents to 
“the enemy”, you can be sure there is something 
seriously wrong in the British National Party. 
Nick Lowles explains. 


ver the past two months 
Searchlight has been inundated 
with information from inside 
the BNP which paints a very 
different picture from the one proffered 
by the party leadership. Instead of the 
public image of remorseless advance, 
the BNP is beset with internal 
problems, poor morale and a leadership 
that is becoming increasingly detached 
from many of the party’s key organisers. 

What marks this present crisis out 
compared to previous internal disputes 
are the people who are becoming 
alienated from the BNP leader. We are 
no longer talking about the old 
Tyndallites - supporters of Nick 
Griffin’s rival and former BNP leader 
John Tyndall —- whom Griffin happily 
dismisses as “vermin”, but about some of 
the more able organisers and party staff 
who have until recently been close to 
the party leader. ; 

This group includes Sadie Graham, 
Chris Beverley, lan Dawson and Steve 
Blake. The latest problems come on top 
of the departure of several other leading 
BNP officers and local organisers, 
including Scott McLean, Jonathan 
Bowden and Stuart Russell. 

There is a variety of reasons for the 
growing frictions inside the BNP, 
though most are the product of poor 
morale and a sense of drift. Despite its 
public bravado, the BNP has not been 
having a good time of late. The 2006 
election results certainly did not live up 
to expectations, recruitment continues 
to be like trying to fill a bath with the 
plug out, with too few members 
renewing, and the party has clear 
financial problems. 

Three distinct groups seem to have 
emerged at the heart of the BNP. 
Firstly there are the “tiber-nationalists”, 


many of whom have not actually joined 
the BNP but currently have the ear of 
Nick Griffin (see pages 8-9). 

Then there is the brat pack, made 
up of Mark Collett, head of publicity, 
party treasurer John Walker, his deputy 
David Hannam, head of security Martin 
Reynolds and Bradford councillor Paul 
Cromie. They have formed a laddish 
sect within the party but many others 
consider them not particularly able. 

Finally, there are the party 
apparatchiks, or “Young Turks”, the 
more able organisers who have emerged 
in prominent positions and formed a 
tight bond over the past two years. 
They include Graham, Beverley, 
Dawson, Blake and Kenny Smith. They 
are the super-activists who are driving 
the party forward on the ground. 

It is they who appear to have become 
most disillusioned with the direction of 
the party and the political judgement 
of Griffin himself. While they are at 
present staying loyal to the party some 
of them are prioritising local activity 
over national work. 

In late September Dawson wrote a 
long letter to Griffin resigning from his 
post as head of group support. He had 
become disillusioned with the way the 
party was being run, and in particular 
the strong but highly damaging influence 
of Collett, Walker and Hannam. 

“I have to work on a daily basis with 
Treasury, specifically Dave Hannam,” 
he explained. “Add this to the fact that 
Hannam, Walker and Collett have 
their own little clique which will stop 
at nothing to undermine, antagonise 
and mock decent nationalists, then 
something has to give.” 

Dawson directs particular venom at 
Hannam, of whom he has nothing 
positive to say. He voices his frustration 


Sou Kt | On their way out 


Several key people have left the BNP or resigned 


that his repeated criticisms of Hannam 
have fallen on deaf ears. He dismisses the 
notion that the party accounts were late 
(again) because of overwork and even 
questions the legitimacy of the party 
finances. He claims that the local bank 
balances are often wrong and rarely up to 
date, standing orders are processed very 
late, cheques are not cashed and new 
party units have to wait “an infuriatingly 
long time” for treasury packs. 

“T don't know what more I have to do 
or say to get through the point that Dave 
is completely incompetent,” he adds. 

“I would have replaced him ages ago, 
in a diplomatic way of course, yet as his 
face fits he is still on board, despite 
constant lies and incompetence. Just how 
bad do people have to be to do their job, 
and how many lies do they have to tell to 
cover it up, before they are sacked?” 

Collett also comes in for intense 
criticism. “Mark Collett is without 


problems in the party. 


doubt the most deceitful, devious, 
arrogant, spiteful, greedy moron that 
I have ever come across. He is not 
a nationalist, plain and _ simple. 
Playing gangster rap music while hurl- 
ing personal insults at hard working 
nationalists is about as low as it gets. 
What on earth is he doing in the Party? 
Yet not just that, what on earth is he 
doing as a national officer?” 

Dawson is not alone in his dis- 
enchantment with the direction of the 
party and open hatred towards Collett 
and his group. Beverley recently resigned 
from the Advisory Council and_ his 
position running Excalibur, the party’s 
merchandising operation, to concentrate 
on his job as a local councillor. 

Graham, the BNP’s group develop- 
ment officer, received a disciplinary 
letter from Griffin complaining that she 
was meddling in affairs outside her role. 
Apparently he backed down, admitting 


Jonathan Bowden (Educational Officer) 
Resigned after a Griffin supporter publicly 
accused him of being a paedophile. 


Nick Cass (Party Manager) 
Resigned but was blamed for some of the internal 


Stuart Russell (Press Officer) 
Resigned after verbal exchanges with Mark Collett 


lan Dawson (Head of Group Support) 
Resigned in exasperation after Griffin's failure to deal 
with Mark Collett and Dave Hannam. 


lan Leadbitter (Sunderland organiser) 
Resigned after falling out with other BNP members. 


Walter Hamilton (Glasgow organiser) 
Resigned to concentrate on business commitments. 


Simon Smith (Black Country organiser) 
Left the BNP over financial mismanagement. 


Clive Potter (President of Solidarity) 
Expelled from BNP after refusing to toe the Griffin 


from their positions over the past three months. 


Scott McLean (Deputy Chairman) 
Left to concentrate on his business, but had become 
increasingly disillusioned with the party. 


and Arthur Kemp. 


line in Solidarity. 


that he had not read an email from her. 
When word leaked out of Graham’s 
unhappiness, Griffin was forced onto 
the defensive, declaring on the BNP 
website on 3 October that she remains 
“firmly in place”. 

Collett and Walker also appear to have 
acted as a catalyst for the resignation of 
Stuart Russell as the party’s press officer 
and the expulsion of the party’s recent 
Sedgefield by-election candidate 
Andrew Spence. Russell’s wife, Wendy, 
had been on the receiving end of a 
torrent of abuse and the final straw was 
when Arthur Kemp, Griffins new 
ideological enforcer, allegedly told him 
he was a useless fat old fer who should 
just go away. 

And although McLean cited the 
exigencies of business and family 


life when he resigned as the BNP’s 
deputy chairman, some say the real 
reason is that Griffin prevented him, b> 


Personality clashes 


A growing number of personality clashes are 
emerging in the BNP which threaten the party’s 


effectiveness. 


DAVID SHAPCOTT V SHARON 
WILKINSON (BURNLEY) 


Many people in Burnley BNP have little time 
for “Shoulders” Shapcott, the local organiser. 
Sharon Wilkinson is furious that Shapcott 
grabbed the glory over their High Court battle to wina 
recount after disputing the result of last May's election in Rosegrove with 
Lowerhouse ward after he contributed nothing to the action. 


MICHAELA MACKENZIE V ROBERT 


BAGGS (SOUTH WEST REGION) 


Baggs has become increasingly frustrated 
at the growing prominence of Bristol- 
based Mackenzie and now he suspects her 
of being a Searchlight informer. Relations 
between the two have been bad for 
several years, after Baggs spurned her advances. 


in his capacity as head of the party’s 
disciplinary committee, from dealing 
with Collett. 

So far it appears that Griffin is 
refusing to act against the Collett axis. 
Why, we dont know, but Dawson's 
claim that Collett has threatened to 
turn Queen's evidence against Griffin if 
he is ditched is illuminating. 

There is also increasing resentment 
from many establishment organisers 
towards the growing influence of the 
luber-nationalists, the new kids on the 
block who have emerged as Griffin’s 
inner circle. They are increasingly 
influencing the direction of the party 
despite many of them being outside 
the party. 

There is growing frustration that 
Griffin and his close entourage are 
ignoring party structures. The failure to 
hold regular meetings of the Advisory 
Council, supposedly the leadership 


PAUL CROMIE V JAMES LEWTHWAITE (BRADFORD) 
Bradford BNP is increasingly demoralised after it 
failed to build on its 2004 momentum. A major 
split has emerged between local chairman Paul 
Cromie and former councillor James Lewthwaite, 
to the point that Cromie is contemplating 
disciplining his former colleague for hampering 
the party's recent election campaign. 


MARK COLLETT V CHRIS BEVERLEY (LEEDS) 

The two former university colleagues have 
increasingly gone their separate ways in recent 
times. It is claimed that Collett deliberately failed to 
promote Excalibur in Identity, when Beverley ran 

/ the BNP’s merchandising operation. For his part, 
Beverley is dismissive of Collett’s abilities. 


body of the BNP, is further evidence 
that Griffin is building his own separate 
operation. 

Many of the “Young Turks” have a 
longstanding dislike of Lee Barnes, 
particularly Blake. It recently flared up 
again on the BNP forum, the internal 
discussion board for BNP members. 
Replying to a posting on Barnes’s blog 
last month, which continued a highly 
abusive and personal attack on Sharon 
Ebanks, the party’s former Birmingham 
organiser who left to form the New 
Nationalist Party which folded last 
month, Blake wrote: “What purpose does 
the dissemination of this unattributed 
and unsubstantiated gossip serve? 

“This is totally unfounded nonsense 
and just the kind of rubbish our mortal 
enemies want us to distribute in order to 
bring about doubts, suspicions and 
weaken morale.” 

Barnes had dismissed “nationalist” 


opponents of the BNP as, “The retarded 
wing of pseudo-British Nationalism 
..., calling Ebanks a “demented 
harridan” and her followers a “little 
clique of simpering scumbag 
accomplices”. 

If the BNP were a normal political 
party, there would have been universal 
outrage at one of the leader’s inner circle 
writing such words and Griffin would 
have been forced to dump him. But the 
BNP is not, so Griffin continues to 
heap praise on Barnes’s warped blog. 

The mistrust appears to be mutual. 
The Collett gang has little time for the 
“Young Turks” and does what it can to 
undermine them and blame them for its 
own shortcomings. Collett and his 
clique are also becoming increasingly 
outspoken about what they perceive is 
favouritism from the Graham faction to 
some branches and councillors over 
people close to Collett. 

Likewise, the tiber-nationalists, who 
appear to enjoy acting as “advisers” 
rather than doing any real work on the 
ground, seem to have little time 
for many of the party’s organisers. 
The dismissive way in which they 
acted towards Russell is symptomatic of 
their overall approach. 


Cass: pushed or jumped? 
Over the summer, Nick Cass either 
stepped down or was sacked as party 
manager. According to some reports he 
was sacked minutes before an Advisory 
Council meeting in Wales after a string 
of blunders for which he was blamed. 
Cass posted a denial of this version of 
events on various rightwing websites, 
insisting that he chose to resign and was 
offered another job in the party but 
declined, in favour of spending more 
time with his family. It is not clear 
whether this is the truth or Cass simply 
remaining loyal to Griffin, with whom 
he has been closely associated for many 
years. Dawson's resignation _ letter 
certainly supports the former account. 
Criticising the party’s management 
style, Dawson comments: “Not telling 
people two minutes before a meeting 
that they have been replaced, e.g. the 
recent case involving Nick Cass”. 
Either way, the result is that Cass is 
no longer on the party books and is 
concentrating on his local branch. 
Dawson and Beverley have followed 
suit, with Beverley not only giving up 
Excalibur but also stepping down from 
the Advisory Council. 


Avoiding the issues 

Griffin is trying to rectify some of 
the internal problems. He has 
established a three-person Central 
Management Team of “volunteer 
long-standing party activists” to help 


run the party. Tony Brewer, Michaela 
Mackenzie and Mark Clutterbuck will 
supposedly bring “decades of business 
management experience” to handling 
“internal staff management affairs”. 

But while the intention may be 
commendable, Mackenzie is yet another 
person at the centre of the party’s 
internal disputes. 

Griffins response to the current 
disquiet is true to form. He is letting 
his supporters make highly personal 
and abusive attacks on individuals, or at 
least not reining them in. Griffin could 
have dealt quickly and firmly with the 
supporter who virtually accused 
the BNP’s former education officer, 
Jonathan Bowden, of being a paedophile, 
but he did not. He could have told his 
attack dogs to stop abusing Stuart and 
Wendy Russell, but he did not. 

Rather, he has joined in. In the 
immediate aftermath of his victory in 
the party leadership election in July he 
dismissed those who backed the rival 
candidate as “vermin”. Again, if Griffin 
had been leading a normal political 
party he would have been forced to 
resign or at least apologise publicly for 
such an outburst. 

But this is history repeating itself. 
During the 1980s Griffin played a major 
factional role in the destruction of the 
National Front. He was behind many of 
the personal and political attacks on his 
groups internal rivals and __ this 
contributed to the party’s virtual collapse. 

The manner in which Solidarity, the 
BNP’s trade union front, is run, and the 
way Griffin is silencing through 
expulsion anyone who criticises his line, 
show that he has learnt nothing from 
the past. Passing the blame and refusing 
to accept responsibility for his own 
failures is another of Griffin's traits. 

It is also clear that at the moment 
Griffin does not want to, or feels he 
cannot, move against Collett e¢ a/. Until 
he faces up to the Collett problem there is 
little chance of an end to the increasingly 
damaging disputes in the BNP. 

Dawson spells out the point in his 
resignation letter. “The party is in 
danger of fragmenting. ... There are so 
many good people in the party that are 
being sidelined and have not been 
listened to. People are sick and tired of 
seeing the odious clique of Hannam, 
Walker and specifically Collett get away 
with things time and again.” 

Dawson might have decided to 
resign of his own accord but in his 
letter he was articulating the views of 
the “Young Turks”. 

What Griffin has done, and again this 
is true to form, is to shout conspiracy. 
Nothing pleases the BNP activist more 
than to believe that the political 
establishment is so scared of its 


Searchlight has recently been handed a rubbish bag full of shredded 
paper. It is claimed that the bag contains BNP documents from two years 
ago which the Treasury Department was keen for the outside world not to 


See. 


We currently have no way of ascertaining whether this claim is true but 
we will endeavour to find out. While we have not got the time or resources 
of the Iranians, who painstakingly put together US documents left behind 
after the Americans fled Tehran, we will have a go. What we can certainly 
say is that an initial examination of the bag does indicate that it contains 


BNP documents of some sort. 


So, if Searchlight discovers anything interesting we'll be sure to let 


you know. 


potential that it will stop at nothing to 
undermine the advance of the BNP. 
In recent years we have heard claims 
that the UK Independence Party was 
established just to provide a respectable 
but ineffective home for British 
nationalists, that Labour opted for all- 
postal elections in 2004 in the north of 
England just to prevent the BNP from 
winning more council seats and that any 
internal criticism of Griffin, including 
Chris Jackson’s challenge to his 
leadership, is all part of a cunning plot 
by the security services to derail the 
BNP juggernaut. 

Indeed, Griffin devoted four pages in 
a recent issue of Identity, the BNP’s 
magazine, to claim that the internal 
rumblings were simply another frantic 
state plot. He even claims that the writer 
of this article is a well-known nazi, 
although this is slightly undermined by 
his attack dogs on the internet who have 
insisted that Nick Lowles does not exist 
but is in fact Gerry Gable! 


Crisis, what crisis? 

Do the BNP’s internal wranglings really 
matter? Well actually yes. Despite what 
Griffin and his apologists claim, the BNP 
is in crisis. While it is true that the BNP 
is more popular than any previous British 
fascist organisation, in many areas its 


support has begun to plateau or fall. This 


trend began in the 2004 local elections 
but gathered momentum this May. 

What is worse for the BNP is that 
many of the areas where its fortunes are 
ebbing, for the moment at least, are in 
their traditional heartlands: Oldham, 
Bradford, Kirklees, Calderdale, 
Sandwell and Dudley to name but a 
few. The BNP’s share of the vote was 
considerably lower this May compared 
to previous elections, especially in its 
key target wards. 

This is having a knock-on effect on 
BNP branches. Oldham and Blackburn 
have virtually collapsed. Bradford and 
Burnley have suffered huge splits and 
the loss of two councillors in Sandwell 
has rocked and perhaps terminally 
damaged local fortunes. 

The BNP may be emerging in new 
areas, such as the East Midlands, and 
remains strong in others, such as Stoke- 
on-Irent, outer east London and 
Thurrock, but it is unlikely to win seats 
elsewhere. 

The internal problems within the 
BNP stem partly from poor leadership 
but also from declining morale. A run 
of good election results and a new wave 
of recruitment could quickly turn the 
party’s fortunes around. Anti-fascists 
must step up work ahead of next year’s 
local elections to ensure that the 


ructions within the party continue. ~< 


Investigation 


Allthe king’s men 


Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, has surrounded himself with a group of trusted 
lieutenants, of whom all but one appear not to be party members. 
At the same time he has reduced the powers of the party’s Advisory Council, which 
now meets infrequently. BNP members should be concerned at how Griffin, fresh 


| ARTHUR KEMP 


y Nick Griffin has always believed 
in forming a political elite. In the 
1980s he called them his “political 
soldiers”. Now they are the 
BNP’s “voting members”, 
% the only people allowed 
) to attend the party’s 
annual general meeting 
and vote on resolutions. 

Activists have to meet 
several conditions to qualify as voting 
members. One is to attend ideological 
training to ensure members support the 
right policies, and it is Arthur Kemp 
whom Griffin charged with its delivery. 

Born in what was then white-ruled 
Southern Rhodesia, Kemp studied and 
worked in South Africa, where he 
became a state intelligence agent and 
played a role in the run-up to the murder 
of the prominent ANC leader Chris 
Hani in April 1993. 

Kemp regards himself as something of 
an expert on race and is famed in white 
supremacist circles internationally as the 
author of March of the Titans, a 
monumental tome which contends that 
civilisation collapses when “swamped” by 
“racial aliens”. His sources for the book, 
which is also vehemently antisemitic 
and questions the veracity of the 
Holocaust, include hardline nazis. He 
attends Holocaust denial and hardline 
racist conferences in the US and 
contributes to journals in that field. 


ALAN GOODACRE 


The BNP’s economics guru, Alan 
Goodacre has come from nowhere to 
command a key role in the formation 
of BNP policy as a member of the 
party’s Policy Forum. His influence can 
readily be detected in the economics 
section of the party’s 2005 manifesto 
and several articles by him appear on 
the BNP’s website. 

According to John Bean, editor of 
the BNP’s magazine Identity, Goodacre 


is also the editor of Jihad Watch, a BNP 
subscription email bulletin. Griffin has 
become increasingly Islamophobic 
and Goodacre helps fuel this 
obsession. In a letter to the Jewish 
Chronicle he claimed that the BNP had 
genuinely repudiated antisemitism 
and no longer denied the Holocaust, 
while appealing to British Jews to 
understand that the BNP “are the only 
party in Britain that is truly serious 
about fighting the  Islamofascist 
threat”. His views received short shrift 
from the Jewish community. 

Goodacre has also been at the 
forefront of a prudish demand for a 
return to Victorian sexual values as the 
only way to attain an imagined morale 
high ground over Islam. 


LEE BARNES 


The BNP’s “legal eagle”, though not a 


party member, Lee Barnes's 
unpopularity in the BNP grew after 
Griffin put him in charge of moderating 
the BNP’s internal forum, to which only 
party members are allowed access. 
The row led to the forum’s temporary 
closure just when Griffin’s second trial 
on race hate charges opened in 
November last year. Although Barnes’s 
name is no longer on the BNP’s list of 
national officers and his column has 
disappeared from the party website, 
Griffin recently commended Barnes’s 
blog describing it as “an intensely 
argued, intellectually inventive thing”. 


from seeing off the challenge to his leadership in summer, is trying to consolidate 
his power and change the party. Sonia Gable looks at the line-up. 


Inventive is right. As for intel- 
lectual, recently he described a well 
known musician as “Junkie scumbag 
piece of shit worshipped by scumbag 
UAF fuckwits and NME wankers”. 
And writing about BBC reports on 
education he said: “They find some 
ugly geeza bird with hairy legs called 
Miranda who then bangs on about ...” 
and claimed schools were run 
by “boring left wing assholes”. 


When Barnes does try to be 
intellectual he rapidly becomes 
incoherent, drawing implausible 


conclusions from dubious evidence 
using ever lengthening words and 
sentences. Several people have 
described Barnes as very eccentric. 


EMMANUEL BRUN D’AUBIGNOSC 


One of the least known of Griffin’s new 
clique, Emmanuel Brun d’Aubignosc 
runs the  Altermedia “white 
nationalist” news network and 
provides web services to the BNP as 
well as managing several leading 
European hate websites, according to 
his own postings on the international 
nazi Stormfront forum. A wealthy 
Belgian in his thirties, he claims Jean- 
Marie Le Pen, leader of the French 
National Front, personally tasked him 
with creating a pan-European white 
nationalist web presence. 

He also acts as webmaster to David 
Duke, the former US Ku Klux Klan 
leader who now plays a leading role 
in the international extreme right. 
Duke, d’Aubignosc and Griffin met 
in Germany in summer 2002. 
D’Aubignosc designs, manages and 
updates Duke's official website and 
also does business with Chris Evans, a 
former unit commander of the US nazi 
organisation the National Alliance and 
marketing director for its hate-music 
company Resistance Records. 

D’Aubignosc holds hardline anti- 
semitic views. In May 2004 he wrote on 


Altermedia: “Our enemies are the 
vicious people who hate 
black people so much 
they have been using 
them to destroy us by 
miscegenation or ‘racial 
mixing’ which is a form of 
genocide for us. They are 
the people who lie, lie, lie 
to drive America into 
wars of Israeli conquest. 
They are the people who 
deny every nation the right 
to its own secure living space, while, at 
the same time, they demand that same 
space for their own people. They are 
the ones who plunder American and 
European taxpayers to subsidise their 
own terrorist state. They are the ones 
who poison our children’s minds with 
MTV. They are the people who sell our 
women on the meat markets of forced 
prostitution and pornography on the 
streets of Jerusalem.’ 


PATRICK HARRINGTON 


Not only is Patrick Harrington not a 
BNP member, he is one of the leaders of 
a rival political party, Third Way, which 
also cavorts under the name National 
Liberal Party. 

Harrington is also a longstanding 
political comrade of Griffin from their 
days in the National Front in the 1980s 
and notably accompanied Griffin to 
Libya in 1988 in a failed attempt to 
obtain financial support from Colonel 
Gaddafi. A year later their NF political 
soldiers group had split, with Griffin 
forming the International Third 
Position and Harrington setting up 
Third Way a few months afterwards. 

Harrington reappeared at Griffin's 
side in 2006 when he was brought in as 
general secretary of Solidarity, the 
BNP’s trade union front. At first it 
seemed he was there to maintain the 
fiction that Solidarity was independent 
of the BNP. But when a row broke out 
between Harrington and the two BNP 
members on the Solidarity executive, 
which quickly led to a split in the union, 
it quickly became clear that Harrington 
was the only man Griffin could trust. 


Since then Harrington has brought in 
two more Third Way activists, Graham 
Williamson and David Kerr, to help 
run Solidarity. Third Way's political 
philosophy would appear to differ 
considerably from that of the BNP. 
Its website features an equal opportunit- 
ies statement and it claims to welcome 
“guest workers ... to fill gaps in the 
country’s infrastructure”. It seems that 
Griffins desire to build a political elite along 
the lines of the political soldiers overrides 
any superficial ideological differences. 


SIMON DARBY 


The only BNP member among Griffin's 
new cabal, Simon Darby was recently 
appointed the BNP’s press officer after 
the abrupt departure of Stuart Russell 
who, rumour has it, was told to go 
away by Arthur Kemp. Darby was 
already, and remains, the BNP’s deputy 
leader, a fact that emerged during 
Griffin's first trial on race hate charges 
early in 2006, when everyone 
assumed it would be Scott McLean, 
the BNP’s deputy chairman, who 
would take over had Griffin been 
convicted and imprisoned. 

Darby, who has also been the 
BNP’s West Midlands organiser and 
director of information technology, 
demonstrated his ability at dealing 
with difficult questions when he took 
part in a studio discussion after the 
screening of a documentary on nazi 
hate music early in 2006. He was 
totally demolished by Lord Lester, QC 
and after evasion, lies and an eruption 
into antisemitism, he seized the 
Opportunity of a commercial break to 
disappear. 

Like many BNP members these days, 
Darby is a keen blogger. Coincidentally 
his blog started two days before the 
sudden resignation of his predecessor 
as BNP press officer, Stuart Russell. It is 
an eclectic mixture of twitcher notes, 
political musings and attempts at 
developing his technical skills with 
video, sound recordings and camera. 
One clip of a recording of a telephone 
conversation last month attracted 
several complaints from readers who 


were unable to play it. He has now 
expressed a desire to upload a 
recording of the deep grunt of a fallow 
deer at the start of the rutting season. 


TONY LECOMBER 


Although Tony Lecomber was removed 
from BNP membership in summer after 
he assaulted Eddy Butler, the BNP 
elections officer, he still acts as a behind- 
the-scenes adviser to BNP officers and 
rumours continue to circulate that he 
remains close to Griffin. 

Formerly Griffins number two, 
Lecomber was convicted and jailed on 
five charges under the Explosives Act 
after he tried to bomb the headquarters of 
a political organisation in the 1980s. He 
received another three-year prison 
sentence when he assaulted a Jewish 
teacher. Lecomber ran Griffin's campaign 
for the party leadership in 1999 and has 
acted as his enforcer, much to the 
resentment of many party members. 

More recently, in 2006, Lecomber 
tried to encourage Joe Owens, 
repeatedly named by Searchlight as a 
gangland hitman, to carry out a “hit” on 
a Cabinet minister. Nevertheless Griffin 


“was reluctant to ditch him. Griffin even 


kept Lecomber on the party payroll 
while telling party members that links 
had been cut. 

When Lecomber attacked Butler 
outside Loughton tube station, Griffin 
was only able to prevent Butler from 
going to the police by promising to expel 
Lecomber. But unlike other people 
removed from the BNP, Lecomber was 
not “proscribed”, which meant party 
members were allowed to associate with 
him socially. A very mild notice to 
members described Lecomber as “a 
long-term, devoted and very valuable 
key official in the BNP and a genuine 
nationalist” and recognised his “sterling 
work for the cause in the past and his 
selflessness in stepping away in order to 
avoid compromising the future”. 

If Lecomber is part of Griffin's new 
cabal that would leave Butler, architect 
of the BNP’s elections strategy, in an 
invidious position. ~~ 


Home news - 


HEADING 
FOR COURT 
AGAIN? 


By Nick Lowles 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY may 
soon be involved in another High 
Court battle after Mike Easter formally 
appealed against his expulsion from 


the party. 
Easter is head of the Reform Group, 
which campaigns for democracy 


and accountability within the BNP. 
He also acted as campaign manager 
for Chris Jackson's rather half-hearted 
leadership bid this summer. 

Although he won the leadership 
election very comfortably, Nick 
Griffin has moved swiftly against his 
opponents. On 31 August, Tina 
Wingfield, the BNP’s membership 


i 4 


secretary, informed Easter that he had 
been expelled for failing to submit 
Jackson's election expenses to the BNP 
treasurer (a laughable excuse from a 
party that is over three months late in 
submitting its own accounts to the 
Electoral Commission). 

However, in their keenness to 
dispose of the dissidents, the Griffin 
camp do not appear to have studied 
the Electoral Commission rules. If they 
had they would have known that 
there are no reporting requirements 
where campaign donations received 
by an internal leadership contender 
do not exceed £1,000. In fact the 
Jackson campaign was so poor and 
the rules set out by Griffin were so 
strict that it spent nothing at all and 
therefore raised no money. 

Easter pointed this out in a letter to 
Wingfield on 10 September, attaching a 
copy of a letter to him from the Electoral 
Commission outlining the rules. 

Another charge against Easter was 
that he did not comply with a request 
from John Walker, the BNP treasurer, 
for information about the Reform 
Group. Here too the BNP failed to 
prepare its case. Another document 
Easter sent to Wingfield was a copy of 
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a letter he wrote to Walker on 7 June 
2006 outlining the Reform Group's 
purpose and financial status. Easter 
added that he and Walker spent over 
five hours working together on 23 July 
2007 but the issue, which later took on 
such significance, was not mentioned. 

Easter has made it clear that he will 
take the BNP to court if his expulsion is 
not rescinded and hints that dirt thrown 
at himself and the Reform Group could 
easily be directed back at Griffin. 

The BNP leadership appears either 
to be plain stupid or to hold democ- 
racy in such contempt that it does 
not hesitate to flout the law. Earlier 
attempts by the party to expel John 
Tyndall, the BNP’s former leader and 
Griffin's rival, proved illegal and cost 
the party several thousand pounds. 

After spelling out the facts to 
Wingfield, Easter concluded: “Conse- 
quently, | believe without further 
comment that the whole basis for your 
letter collapses. 

“Please write to me by return that 
your letter of 31st August has been 
cancelled.” 

As Searchlight went to press there 
had been no known response to 
Easter’s letter. 
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union is affiliated to TUFS and actively 


works against the fascists. 


For more information call 020 7681 8647 
or email tufs@searchlightmagazine.com 


_ BNP compares Auschwitz to Disneyland 


By David Williams 


leading BNP officer has 
attacked educational visits by 
school children to the 
Auschwitz death camp. 

Ken Booth, the North East region 
BNP organiser, objected to a trip to 
Auschwitz-Birkenau by a party of 130 
school children from the North East, 
accompanied by Phil Wilson, the MP 
for Sedgefield. On his return Wilson 
vowed to keep fighting the “Holocaust 
denying BNP”, which polled 8.9% in 
the by-election in which he was elected 
last July. 

Booth, a recent recruit to the BNP 
from the National Front, told the 
Northern Echo, which had_ reported 
the trip, that the BNP did not 
deny the Holocaust but went on to 
make a mockery of his own statement 
by claiming that the party refused to 
believe the “official figures” or recognise 
the “authenticity” of the buildings 
at Auschwitz. He concluded by 
attacking Auschwitz as a money- 
making venture, saying “it’s become a 
Disneyland equivalent”. 

To compare the indescribable 
suffering inflicted upon millions of 
people to an amusement park is an 
astonishingly malevolent outburst. 
But the BNP did not discipline Booth. 
On the contrary the party agreed 
wholeheartedly with his sentiments, 
publishing an article attacking not only 
the Holocaust Education Trust, which 
organised the visit, but also the whole 
concept of educating children about the 
Holocaust, on the grounds that it is 
“racist” because it omits other politically 
motivated atrocities. 

But why would the BNP object so 
vehemently to teaching children about 
the Holocaust and not other shameful 
historical episodes? The reason is that 
the moral revulsion generated by the 
horrors wrought by Nazism and Fascism 


one of the principal factors keeping the 
far right in check since 1945. 

The BNP may be removed from the 
perpetration of the Holocaust by a 
generation or two but it remains 
ideologically complicit in the denial of 
its horror and suffering. Nick Griffin 
declared in 1998, only a year before he 
became leader of the BNP: “I am well 
aware that the orthodox opinion is that 
6 million Jews were gassed and 
cremated or turned into lamp shades. 
Orthodox opinion also once held that 
the earth is flat ... I have reached the 
conclusion that the ‘extermination’ tale 
is a mixture of Allied wartime 
propaganda, extremely profitable lie and 
latter witch-hysteria.” 

Similar views alongside other racist 
statements published in his The Rune 
magazine earned Griffin a two-year 
suspended prison sentence in 1998 for 
inciting racial hatred. Griffin has never 
clearly retracted or repudiated this 
statement. Although the BNP website 
claims “Nick Griffin has repeatedly 
stated that he has changed his views”, 
Griffin is on record earlier this year 
saying that he only believes the 
Holocaust happened because, “I believe 
what the law says I must believe”. 

It is very telling that the BNP’s article 
attacking Holocaust education did 
not once mention the Nazis but only 
described Auschwitz-Birkenau as a 
memorial to the “horrors of the Second 
World War”. 

Booth’s letter drew angry responses 
from Northern Echo readers. One wrote 
of the harrowing experience endured by 
his now deceased uncle who helped 
liberate the Belsen concentration camp, 
the first to be liberated by the British 
army. “What he saw, how for years 
afterwards every night he relived what 
he'd seen, how it damaged his health, 


suse 


Ken Booth: objected to Auschwitz visit 


are all matters of fact, not conjecture. 
The descriptions of what he saw at 
Belsen were not the product of fiction, 
but the words of an eyewitness who saw 
the truth the far right denies.” 

The liberation of Belsen by the 
British Army in 1945 was a distressing 
but proud moment in the history of the 
British Army. The rescue brought to an 
end the inhuman suffering inflicted 
upon its emaciated inmates, although 
it unfortunately came too late for 
thousands of them who were sick with 
typhus or whose internal organs were 
irreversibly damaged from months of 
starvation. The contribution of the 
British Army to ending the Holocaust 
is worth bearing in mind for anyone 
thinking of joining either the BNP or 
its pitiful front group, the Association 
of British Ex-Service Personnel 
(ABEX), operated by Simon Bennett 
who runs an libellous website attacking 
Searchlight as a sideline. 
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MP’s vow after unsettling trip to Auschwitz death camp 
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bucks and people are making a 
lot of money out of it. 

“Phil Wilson sees us a5 @ 
threat, but we are actually more 
in tune with the working people 
of Britain than the Labour Party. 
We represent their views better. 

“Mr Wilson doesn't know the 


by-election, caused by the resig- 
nation of Tony Blair, in July. 
Ken Booth, North-East region- 
al organiser for the BNP, last 
night refuted that his party de- 
nies the holocaust, although he 
said they had raised concerns 
over the official figures and the 
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Comment — 


No, minister! 


by Gerry Gable 


Councillor Sadie Graham, the Annie Oakley of the BNP. Top: Labour Chief Whip Geoff Hoon 


he British National Party has 

bestowed national importance 

on a ward Community Action 

Team meeting held by a BNP 
councillor because the local Labour 
MP attended. The BNP claims that it 
shattered “once and for all” the no 
platform policy under which none of 
the main parties will share a platform 
with the BNP. 

Anti-fascists have stuck firmly to the 
no platform rule. Although some 
people argue that it conflicts with 
freedom of speech, anti-fascists 
respond that there is no freedom 
without responsibility. Anyone who 
doubts that should try asking the 
victims of the nazis and their families. 

But sometimes matters can 
become confused, such as when 
Sadie Graham, BNP councillor for 
Brinsley ward on Broxtowe District 
Council, held a residents’ meeting on 
5 October and invited Geoff Hoon, 
the government Chief Whip and MP 
for Ashfield, to discuss residents’ 
concerns about resources for local 


policing. In Broxtowe every ward has 
a Community Action Team chaired 
by the ward councillors and in 
Brinsley, Graham, who is also the 
BNP’s group development officer, is 
the sole councillor. 

The BNP was over the moon about 
this, placing a long report on the 
national news pages of its website, 
and even castigating the local party 
member (was it Graham herself?) 
who submitted it for the regional 
news section for not recognising 
its importance. 

In an eight-minute interview with 
Simon Darby, the BNP’s press officer, 
Graham said that Hoon had been 
friendly towards her, calling her by her 
first name and agreeing with points 
she had made. What is more, she 
claimed, he shook her hand in front of 
everyone and allowed himself to be 
photographed doing it. “He seemed 
quite OK to be in my presence’ 
Graham declared. 

Graham has a exceptionally high 
profile, so Hoon well knew who she was 


and indeed did not deny it when 
Searchlight contacted him, but was at 
pains to point out that the meeting had 
been organised by the borough council 
and was not a BNP meeting, which was 
odd because no one had suggested it 
was. “Had it been a BNP meeting, | 
would have rightly declined to attend,’ 
said Hoon, emphasising that he had 
spent all his political life campaigning 
against racism and fascism. 

A further question about whether 
he had shaken Graham's hand 
produced no reply before Searchlight 
went to press. 

Searchlight also asked other MPs 
what they would do in_ similar 
circumstances. Most agreed that they 
would consider attending a meeting 
of residents organised by the council if 
a useful purpose was served by doing 
so, even if a BNP councillor is on the 
platform, but they would ignore the 
fascist, pointedly shaking hands with 
everyone else. 

Graham in her interview suggested 
that other BNP councillors should hold 
meetings and invite the local MP, so 
their words may be put to the test. 

The BNP’s claim that the meeting 
showed the BNP had broken the no 
platform policy and could now work 
with representatives of other parties 
turned out to be premature. On 16 
October over 100 angry local residents 
and trade unionists besieged another 
meeting chaired by Graham at which 
Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, was to 
speak to “in excess of 100” people, 
according to the BNP. She, Griffin and a 
handful of supporters were trapped 
inside Kimberley parish hall for over 
two hours. Perversely the BNP claimed 
that the large number of anti-BNP 
demonstrators was an indication of 
growing support for the BNP in the 
East Midlands. 

It is ironic if Hoon, a former Defence 
Secretary, shook hands with a BNP 
councillor who has a_ particular 
interest in guns and martial arts. 
He should think carefully about how 
he handles any future contact with the 
councillor for Brinsley. ~q 
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Blogging a dead horse 


by Matthew Collins 


THE STRANGE (and amusing) 
allegation by the British National Party 
leader Nick Griffin that Searchligh?’s 
editor, Nick Lowles, is also a leading 
figure on the far right has sparked some 
fraught discussion among the lunar 
right. 

The “could it really be true” debate 
failed to take off, but instead, rather like 
a scene out of the classic Stanley 
Kubrick film Spartacus, it emerged that 
everybody actually does want to be Nick 
Lowles. 

They included the wagon hopper, 
lush and leader of the dwindling 
British People’s Party, Eddy Morrison. 
Taking up the theme, Eddy wrote 
“please Nick [Griffin] name me as the 
editor of Searchlight and I promise you a 
positive response”. 

Eddy’s been banging on on his blog 
about the dead BNP founder John 
Tyndall recently. Partly this is because 
Eddy believes he is the natural heir to 
Tyndall’s “legacy”. He has even written 
of “JT” as being his “spiritual leader”. 

Taking up Morrison's cause, his 
sidekick and mildly amusing 
caricature of a deadbeat bonehead, 
Pete Williamson, has attacked one of 
my colleagues at Searchlight, Dave 


Williams, for questioning why 
Tyndall’s widow would want to be 
seen with such a bunch of hillbillies. 
Perhaps the headline “The weird 
antics of Idiot Morrison” on one of a 
series of articles attacking Morrison in 
Spearhead, ‘Tyndall’s long-running 
magazine, will refresh the memory. 

I am apparently not alone in 
mourning the departure of the former 
BNP press officer, Stuart Russell, aka 
Phil Edwards. He may gone off the rails 
a bit sometimes (he often compared 
himself to the novelist and creator of 
James Bond, Ian Fleming), but Russell 
also led by fine example as the head of 
the BNP’s media machine. Many a 
Fleet Street hack used to enjoy the 
effing and blinding down the phone 
from the “Doc” while the sounds of a 
busy English ale house provided a none 
too subtle hint to the daily routine they 
had so crudely interrupted. 

It’s now left to the monotone and 
nasal Simon Darby to front the BNP’s 
press department, and never one to 
miss the opportunity of making a few 
quid, the BNP now charges “up to” 
fifty pence a minute for the privilege of 
asking Herr Darby for his opinions 


and excuses. 


Too tight to call Darby, I decided to 
visit his blog instead. Simon describes 
himself as a “naturalist” and in my 
excitement I must have got confused 
with “naturist” because it was quite a 
disappointment to find not pictures of 
him and Mrs Darby playing table tennis 
the way god made them, but instead a 
rather dodgy looking stool sample, 
photographed up close by Simon 
himself! Is this blog a _ closer 
examination of BNP policies? 

My old mate and racial “comrade” 
Martin Wingfield, who edits the BNP 
party newspaper The Voice of Freedom, is 


,also a keen blogger. Remembering his 


rather “colourful” history (and boy didn't 
Griffin bang on and on about it when 
they last fell out) I thought perhaps 
Martin might reveal some risqué 
memories of their good old days in the 
NF together. 

No such luck. It appears that since 
Griffin, Patrick Harrington and co 
have stopped calling him a “wife 
swapper’ in party publications, Martin 
has been enjoying a happy and 
homogenous home life. Martin writes 
appreciatively of his nights indoors 
with the wife and mother-in-law 
watching hours of cop dramas! It must 
feel a very long way away from those 
heady days down on the south coast 
and in the betting shop. 

You don't have to be a senior figure in 
the BNP to pontificate over your every 
thought or stumbled-upon bowel 
movement. (Although I’m sure that’s 
not far away either.) The BNP has 
almost as many supporting blogs as it 
has expulsions waiting to be executed. 
Take the former Welsh sailor, who is 
perhaps the BNP’s most ardent 
supporter not actually in the party — and 
therefore cannot be expelled — who 
wrote on his blog last month: “I would 
rather eat Gorilla excrement than a 
Cadbury bar”. Perhaps Darby could 
send him pictures of what’s on the 
menu at the next BNP dinner? 

The “BNP and Me” blogsite appears 
to be obsessed with pornography and 
aeroplanes and, not surprisingly, has a 
link to the Barking and Dagenham 
BNP site. Sadly, that’s not been updated 
since last April, which is a shame 
because if it was anything like the BNP 
Barking and Dagenham councillors’ 
childish antics in the council chamber, it 
would be a real hoot. 

The one group that does not have 
a blog is the BNP security team. 
We should be grateful for that small 
mercy. What we've seen of their antics 
so far would be enough to put even me 


off a Cadbury bar. = 
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THE RETURN OF DAVID IRVING 


By Gerry Gable 


THE LATE COMEDIAN Frankie Howerd 
was well known for saying, “it’s wicked 
to mock the afflicted”. 

It has long been tempting not only 
ivommer-]|Mudarcmm ate] alauilare Mme [Orbis ale iKela tla) 
David Irving a liar, in the words of the 
judgment in his failed libel action 
FJer-]i asian B) au BY] ole) ¢-] alum] oscie-(o) aml o1U) ar) xe) 
to question his grasp on reality, 
particularly about his past and present 
political associations. 

Ve lanlia Mar-\Vicwr- o\=1 6.0) al-] > <omcoMe laine p 
In 1964 | pleaded guilty with a 
colleague at Middlesex Sessions of 
lalcidiare mi ayiare kMare)adam Relate (ola it-limm 0) 
artifice’ (not burglary as the far right 
insist). | also admitted stealing by 
finding a GPO telephone engineer's 
pass. Charges against a_ third 
defendant, David Freedman, were 
dismissed, but for the past 44 years 
Irving has insisted that Freedman was 
also guilty. Well let’s not let the facts get 
in the way of Irving’s warped thinking. 

Around ten years ago Irving said | 
had made his life a Holocaust for the 
previous 30 years, an accusation | 
ia¥-y 0) 0)] \yamr-\ecet=) ©) eam \ (0) VAN aa a mo (0) fe) 
iTavdlate pre] ©) el=r-e-mcom ol-Mant-L dale m-l-1K-me)(e| 
to gain fame in place of his infamy - 
Wialcel am elaiave mom ani lave m-laveldal-l aia (lal dio 
Howerd phrase, from Up Pompeéiil: 
“Infamy, infamy, they've all got it in for 
me”. Too right. 

Some years ago Irving threatened to 
sue me and the publisher Pearson 
Longman over a chapter | had written in 
a book on the far right in Europe. | was 
able to provide documentary evidence 
of the truth of each of the points he 
claimed were defamatory of him, and 
demonstrate that he was associated 
with the extreme right in Britain. 

What puzzled our libel lawyer was 
rlave)aat-lal(-ii-1k-lalecm conve) nal-iaaliaremiavdlare] 
claimed | had written. It was at this 
point we wondered whether he was 
suffering from early symptoms of 
Alzheimer’s disease, as the passage 
complained of did not exist. 

Irving is keen to distance himself 
from the BNP and claims on_ his 
website that he has “no point of 


contact whatever” with Nick Griffin, 
the BNP leader, or the BNP itself. 
Yet when he last tried to take the 
country by storm with a speaking tour 
in the early 1990s it was the BNP that 
made the arrangements for his 
raatexcitiare lam medavecoyan-lavemsiatelaice)an 

One of Irving's rallies was to be at 
Chelsea Old Town Hall. He had invited 
the US Holocaust denier and _all- 
purpose fruitcake Fred Leuchter 
despite a ban on him entering the 
country. Leuchter claimed to have 
proved there were no gas chambers in 
the Nazi death camps in Poland. 
The meeting was packed with leading 
nazis from around the world, 
including John Tyndall, then the 
leader of the BNP. It broke up after a 
few minutes when Home Office 
officials and several police officers 
entered to remove Leuchter. He was 
deported a few days later. 

Video evidence shows Griffin with 
Chris Marchant, a former Balkans War 
mercenary, telling Thames TV's This 
Week that Irving had hired their new 
security firm to protect the meeting. 

Irving's failed attempt to hold a 
meeting at the Royal Warwicks Club in 
Coventry on 21 September in the 
wake of a small meeting in Rugby 
shows that he still has dealings with 
far-right extremists. The Rugby 
meeting was organised by Steve Kerr, 
a long-time nazi, as was the Coventry 
meeting booked under the guise of 
the “Military History Book Club”. 

Irving's speaking tour was set to con- 
tinue with a meeting in Birmingham 
on 26 October followed by a sec- 
ond attempt in Coventry on 
14 November, Liverpool on 
26 November and Halifax. 
His website does not 4 
advertise that he has 
been invited to 
take part in a “free 
speech forum” at the 
Oxford Union on 27 
November, to which an 
invitation to Griffin has 
already been withdrawn. 


Irving recently moved into a ten- 
lol-xo[xetelnalm arelerx-ma lame l-lcei-mme|celelare cma 
Windsor, where he has already held a 
meeting and garden party for the 
rich suckers who continue to support 
this liar. 

Irving’s position on the Holocaust 
has become a movable feast. He has 
threatened to sue The Jewish Chronicle 
if it calls him a Holocaust denier, 
though he reproduces on his website 
without comment a recent Guardian 
article that does just that. He now says 
he is not sure of the numbers killed. 
Our view is that to minimise the 
Holocaust by claiming that “only” two 
million died, or whatever number he 
plucks out of the air, is just another 
version of Holocaust revisionism. 
Natoma oman liirelamian-m e)f-lalatcre me [-larerele(<) 
would still be two million too many. 

| am sure all decent people will 
oppose this apologist for Hitler 
wherever he goes. Watch the 
Searchlight websites for news of his 
movements. ~<a 


Irving’s very own Jekyll and Hyde 


By Nick Lowles 


THE MAN ORGANISING David 
Irving’s current tour of Britain is a trade 
union rep and Labour Party supporter, 
Searchlight can reveal. Steven Kerr, from 
Rugby, has a history of far-right activity 
dating back to the 1980s as a young 
man in Dundee. 

Today he combines running Irving’s 
political operation with involvement in 
progressive politics. He is a Unite 
(Amicus) union rep at Alstom Drives 
and Controls and canvassed for 
Labour in this year’s local elections. 
Until recently he was a political officer 
in his union branch. 

But unbeknown to his union 
colleagues, Kerr runs a website that 
boasts it is “The UKs [sic] Leading 
National Socialist & Fascist 
Educational Resource Center”. 

Kerr first came to Searchlight’s 
attention as the Dundee organiser of 
the Nationalist Socialist Action Party, 
an openly nazi paramilitary group run 
by the former terrorist plotter Tony 
Malski. Kerr was exposed in Searchlight 
and the Dundee Standard for 
encouraging party members to join the 
Royal Ordnance Corps. He has also 
been involved in the National Front. 

While studying at Coventry 
University in the mid 1980s he 
produced Blueprint, a student magazine 
linked to the Federation of 
Conservative Students. 

A few years later he set up UFC - a 
mail order business selling Nationalist 
Socialist memorabilia. Advertisements 
for UFC appeared regularly in 
Spearhead, the magazine produced by 
John Tyndall, founder of the British 
National Party, as well as in book 
catalogues distributed by the hardline 
nazi National Alliance (UK). 

Entering the UFC website viewers are 
greeted with Hitler’s face superimposed 
onto an image of the world. “National 
Socialist Germany was only the 
beginning of the Nazi creed and the 
NSDAP was only its first tangible 
incarnation,” declares Kerr. “When 
Adolf Hitler raised the Swastika banner 


over National Socialist Germany it was 


The UKs Leading National 
Socialist & Fascist Educational 
Resource Center 


Ordering Info Review Order 


only the beginning of the true birth of 
this dynamic Weltanschauung that the 
Fuhrer advocated.” 

As well as paperback and hard- 
back editions of Hitler's Mein Kampf, 
which Kerr is at pains to point out 
is the world’s top-selling book (he 
discounts the Bible as it is often 
distributed free), he touts posters of 
Hitler and books and tapes of British 
and US postwar Nazis. 

He offers The Protocols of the Elders of 
Zion, a notorious antisemitic forgery, 
saying merely: “It is claimed to be the 
blueprint for the jewish [sic] conspiracy 
to control the world. Some, notably the 
jewish community, have complained 
that this book is a forgery. We make 
no comment, buy the book and judge 
for yourself.” 

Another book on sale is the selected 
writings of the veteran British nazi 
Colin Jordan, of which Kerr notes: 
“Make no mistake about it: this is a 
dangerous book. The ideas contained in 
this book are explosive enough to blow 
the whole power structure of the 
Western world to smitherns [sic]. 

“.,. Ifenough of the right people were 
to read this book and determine to put 
the ideas it contains into effect, the 
entire structure of the Old Order will 
come crashing down — and a New 
World for Aryan humanity will be built 
amid its ruins.” 

Then there are US Army field books 
explaining how to make explosives and 
even an SS song book for those cold 
winter nights. 

UFC operates behind a PO Box 
registered to Kerr’s former home in 
Colchester Street, Coventry. The website 
is also registered to this post box. 
The Rugby MSF website, which named 
Kerr as its political officer, gave 
Colchester Street as his home address. 

Irving and Kerr have been in contact 
for many years. When Irving was 
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imprisoned in Austria recently Kerr 
managed his political and financial 
affairs. 

Over the past few months Kerr has 
been busy trying to organise Irving’s 
tour of Britain. Searchlight was first 
alerted to his role over Irving’s aborted 
meeting at the Royal Warwicks Club in 
Coventry in September. According to 
the club Kerr booked the room. 

Kerr is also in close contact with the 
Coventry BNP organiser Chris Turner. 

Kerr’s nazi involvement will prove an 
embarrassment for Irving, who recently 
told journalists that his fixer has no far- 
right links but is just a longstanding 
personal friend. 

His political activities will be an even 
greater embarrassment for Amicus. He 
had obviously kept the union in the 
dark about his Jekyll and Hyde life, 
though close friends knew of his 
interest in “nazi memorabilia”. 

A file on Steven Kerr has been passed 
to the union, which has promised 


* action. 


Kerr is unapologetic about his UFC 
activities. His website declares: 


‘If for whatever reason you are offended 
by what you see here then go 
elsewhere! Censorship achieves 
nothing. 

“Make my word a crime, 

I will cry out louder, 

Silence my voice, 

I will find another, 

Make my voice a crime, 
I will create another, 

Hunt me down, 

I will find a new place to hide, 

Lock me away, 

Ten will rise to take my place, 

You cannot silence me, 

You cannot stop me, 

Land my kind are forever.” 


We shall see, Mr Kerr! a 
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Arthur Kemp, the recently appointed ideological enforcer for the BNP, has an 


rthur Kemp arrived at Univer- 
sity of Cape Town (UCT) 
around 1980. Gavin Evans, a 
contemporary, remembers him 
as being “skinny, about five foot nine” 
with a “sour face” and a strangely 
“camp” demeanour. Around the time he 
arrived at UCT Kemp joined the New 
Republic Party, an offshoot of the 
United Party, a short-lived right of 
centre affair. 

In 1981 Kemp stood for election to 
the UCT students’ representative 
council (SRC), as a “joke candidate” 
despite being noted for being 
“completely humourless”. Kemp had 


been a member of the Conservative 
Students’ Alliance (CSA), which had 
tried, and repeatedly failed, to get its 
candidates elected onto what was then 
a mildly liberal-left-leaning campus. 


interesting and colourful past. Searchlight spoke to some of his university 
contemporaries to discover more. 


The CSA responded by standing 
candidates under the guise of the “Silly 
Party”, which engaged in “lame Monty 
Python imitations” while pretending to 
have no political agenda. Tony Karon, 
now an editor with Time magazine, 
stood against him as an independent 
leftist determined to expose Kemp, 
this “gutless little fascist” who was 
hiding his agenda behind a facade of 
arrant stupidity. 

Kemp’s involvement with the CSA 
showed that at this formative period in 
his life he had “nailed his colours very 
firmly to the rightwing mast”. The CSA 
contained some “very heavy charac- 
ters” and there were often fistfights 
on campus between them and left- 
wing activists. 

More importantly, as it transpired, the 
CSA was part of a network of front 


groups organised by South African 
military intelligence. One of its 
activists, Bryan Hack, was, according to 
Christopher Merrett’s book, 4 Culture 
of Censorship: Secrecy and Intellectual 
Repression in South Africa (1995), later 
“charged with terrorism, attempted 
murder, malicious damage and 
sabotage” together with two others. 
Hack was acquitted but the other two 
received prison sentences. As Merrett 
notes: “this was part of a growing 
culture of state inspired terror [which 
dogged intellectual life in South 
Africa]. The authorities ascribed most 
of these incidents to frustrated 
individuals and practical jokes.” 

After his election Kemp demanded a 
coronation, recalls Evans. His antics, 
which included going on stage and 
letting off stink bombs at meetings, 


were infuriating to his contemporaries 
and on one occasion Evans concedes, 
“T lost it with him’. Kemp beat a hur- 
ried retreat. 

After this farce Kemp tried to 
infiltrate the broader left on campus. 
On one occasion he turned up at a 
seminar of the Students for Social 
Democracy (SSD), which was “very 
odd” given his involvement with the 
right. However, those involved with 
the SSD “were having none of it” and 
Kemp got the message shuffling back to 
the NRP. 

After finishing university Kemp 
joined the apartheid regime’s feared 
security apparatus. Evans, who after 
graduating had become a journalist for 
the Weekly Mail, bumped into Kemp at 
a police press conference. Kemp refused 
to look Evans in the eye, instead 
choosing to “strut and pose” in front of 
the journalists. 

After leaving the security police 
Kemp joined the South African 
Conservative Party, which stood to 
the right of the National Party and 
had links to the Afrikaaner 
Weerstandsbeweging (AWB) run by 
Eugene Terre’Blanche. Kemp's sym- 
pathetic biography of the AWB 
signalled that he had moved from the 
right to the far right. Evans once 
phoned the Conservative Party office 
only for the phone to be answered 
by Kemp who now held a “prominent 
role” as secretary to its leader 
Andries Treurnicht as well as working 
for Die Patriot. 

Kemp got to know the Conservative 
Party’s president Clive Derby-Lewis 
and it was a list of names compiled by 
Kemp and passed to Gaye Derby- 
Lewis, his wife, that played a part in the 
conspiracy that led to the murder of 
Chris Hani, head of the ANC military 
wing in 1993. Kemp was arrested, 
though never charged, despite being 
held for two days. During the trial 
he turned state's evidence against 
Hani’s murderers and later proved 
markedly reluctant to help in their bid 
for amnesty. 

Ever since this episode there have 
been suspicions within the South 
African far right and beyond that Kemp 
had set them up. In ANC circles the 
belief persists that South African 
intelligence used the South African far 
right to do its dirty work and that Kemp 
was the “link person” between the two 
groups. Some are angry at what they 
perceive to be his role as a state 
provocateur. Kemp no longer has any 
time for the apartheid regime he once 


defended. “The South African right 


wing is, and has been a bunch of no- 
hopers, failures and dead ends,” noted a 
thoroughly “sour arse” Kemp recently. 
Apartheid failed because its leaders 
failed to understand the politics of 
demography. This is the apocalyptic 
message Kemp is currently trying to 
instill in his ideological training sessions 
for the BNP. 

Evans is certainly of the opinion that 
Kemp “could be more than he 
appeared”. Indeed Kemp later stated 
that he had informed the National 
Intelligence Service (NIS) of the list 
and where it had gone though the 
NIS denied having any prior knowledge 
of the conspiracy to murder Hani. 
Eugene Riley, an agent for the Civil Co- 
operation Bureau who apparently 
passed the NIS reports about the 
impending assassination, even specify- 
ing the date, was himself slain in an 
unresolved shooting within a year. 

It is often alleged that Kemp was 
involved in the surveillance of 
Hani before his murder. In February 
1997 the Mail & Guardian reported 
the “coincidence” that two months 
before Hani’s murder, on 6 February 
1993, Kemp had been on the same 
Flight as Hani from Johannesburg to 
London (SA 232) as was Phillip Powell, 
an Inkatha Freedom Party militarist 
who was also compromised by the 
apartheid regime. 

Kemp denies “emphatically” that he 
was involved with the NIS “in any way 
whatsoever” though the allegation that 
he was a “source” for the NIS was 
confirmed to the Mai/ & Guardian by 
members of the police and the National 
Intelligence Agency before they went to 
press with the allegations. 

What is not in dispute is the fact that 
that the South African intelligence 
apparatus viewed Hani as the “danger 
man’. For them even Thabo Mbeki 
was preferable. Obviously “motive is not 
the same as consequence” but there 
is certainly compelling evidence that 
the apartheid state had a hand in 
his murder. 

Speculating on Kemp’s involvement 
with the apartheid intelligence 
apparatus Evans observed that Kemp 
was “a thoroughly devious little shit and 
a physical coward. He was someone 
who liked to be surrounded by strong 
people but was someone who would 
bend with a little bit of pressure.” 
Given such traits, Evans hypothesised, 
“It wouldn't have taken more than a few 
slaps [from military intelligence] for 
him to have given them what they 
wanted. He could be their man if in 
fact they didn’t have him earlier.” —~<d 


HOOLIGANS 


A-Zof Britain’s Football 
Hooligan Gangs 


For almost 40 years football 
hooliganism has blighted the 
national game. Organised gangs 
of marauding young men from 
almost every town and city in the 
country have used football as an 
arena for violence. They have 
rioted, maimed and even killed. 


Combining hard facts with 
occasional touches of black 
humour, Hooligans is the definitive 
account of British football 
hooliganism. From the gangs to 
the leaders, from policing to those 
whose lives were ruined by soccer 
violence, this book has it all. 


Hooligans A-L and 
Hooligans M-Z are 
both available from 
Searchlight for 
£15 each (inc p&p) 
or £27.50 for both. 


HOCMIGANS 2 


Nick Lowles and Andy Nicholls 


Hooligans, 
volumes 1 & 2 
i Chart theinfluence 
fascist groups have had on 
fete) fet lakellare ny 
i Describe how multiracial 
gangs fought back 
FYer ride tatiaer- lire hy 
i Look at how the Miners’ 
Strike brought class politics 
into the football arena. 
This and a whole lot moreis 
contained in Hooligans 


rom Cable Street to Oldham is the story of 

community resistance to racism and fascism in 

Britain. It is a snapshot of the key events and 
people who have contributed to keep the excesses of 
racism and fascism at bay. This book is our history. 

It begins with the battle of Cable Street in October 
1936 when over 100,000 people poured onto the 
streets to block Mosley’s blackshirts. While this day is 
credited with heralding the demise of the British 
Union of Fascism, this book argues that it was the 
Stepney Tenants Defence League, and its work in 
campaigning for decent housing for all, that really 
undermined the scapegoating appeal of the BUF. 

The tensions over dealing with fascism are 
examined in “Never Again’: The 43 Group and the 
Defence Debate” The 43 Group was set up by Jewish 
ex-servicemen who vowed never to allow the fascists 
to operate freely again. However, even within the 
Jewish community there was opposition to their 
confrontational approach. 

Postwar immigration soon galvanised a dormant 
fascist movement. Inspired by the anti-colonialist 
struggles across the world, the emerging civil rights 
movement in the United States and the refusal to 
accept violent and institutional racism, a new anti- 
racist movement emerged. 

The influx of immigration was quickly followed by a 
resurgence of British fascism. Meeting the threat was 
the largely London-based 62 Group, another 
predominantly Jewish organisation. 

The formation of the National Front was a far more 
serious threat. But it was not to last. The NF crumbled 
in the wake of Thatcher's “swamping” speech and 
internal division. But its demise would not have been 
so comprehensive had it not been for the massive anti- 
nazi movement that emerged during the late 1970s. 

The 1980s was a barren decade for British fascism. 
Racism, however, was still very prevalent and a second 
generation of immigrants were no longer prepared to 
sit back and be treated as second-class citizens. 

By the 1990s a resurgent far right created a new 
and different challenge. The failures of the past 
prompted the British National Party to turn to the 
ballot box and this brought immediate success in a 
council by-election in Tower Hamlets in September 
1993. Fortunately, the success proved shortlived due 
to local community action. 

There were race riots in several British cities in the 
summer of 2001. The BNP sought to capitalise on 
these disturbances, especially in Oldham, where the 
riots occurred only days before a general election. 
That the BNP failed to do so owes much to the great 
work of Oldham United Against Racism, as 
“Pavement Politics” recounts. 

From Cable Street to Oldham charts our history but it 
is also a reminder that racism and fascism can be 
defeated, as it has been before, if the hard work to win 
the hearts and minds of ordinary people isdone. —d 


Main picture: Darcus Howe addresses the crowd at 
Lewisham in 1977. Picture: Syd Shelton 


Inset top: Local people sign the Searchlight/Daily 
Mirror Hope not Hate bus in Newcastle, April 2007 


Inset bottom: young people register their 
Opposition to the National Front in the 1970s 
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Council Watch 


Each month Sonia Gable looks at the performance and activities of 


British National Party councillors around the country. 


lf you have a story, leaflet or newspaper report about BNP councillors please send it to 
Searchlight, PO Box 1576, Ilford, |IG5 ONG or email it to editors@searchlightmagazine.com 


More embarrassment for the Barking bar 


RICHARD BARNBROOK, | the 
British National Party’s leader on 
Barking and Dagenham Council, seems 
to think that incurable and often fatal 
industrial diseases are a bit of a joke. 


Councillors at last month’s full 
council meeting were asked to approve 
a site for a permanent memorial to 
the many local victims of asbestos. 
Barking and Dagenham has one of the 
country’s highest incidences of 
asbestos-related diseases because of 
the former Cape Asbestos factory in the 
borough. Many of the people who 
contracted asbestosis or mesothelioma 
were wives of workers who washed their 
husbands’ overalls. 

The proposal for a memorial arose 
from a petition from local people, led 
by the Barking and Dagenham 
Asbestosis Victims’ Support Group and 
the trade union Unison. Councillors had 
been given a report in advance of the 
meeting and at the meeting the council’s 
Corporate Director of Customer 
Services outlined the background 
explaining that it had cost 41.2 million to 
make the area safe and that a memorial 
would cost £3,500 to £5,000. 

Up jumped Barnbrook, who has 
ambitions to become the BNP’s first 
London Assembly member. Admitting 
he had not read the report he asked, 


sie areleeM sy-lanle)xeye)i¢ 
searches for inspiration 


“How much exactly has it cost to make 
safe the area and how much would the 
memorial cost?” 

Being reminded that he had just been 
told this angered him and he continued: 
“This factory was demolished in 1968. 
I was born in 1961 so it closed when I 
was nine years of age”. He went on to 
make some insensitive and uninformed 
remarks about how long the project had 
taken, finally adding, “If you're going to 
make it one of those dancing lady 
memorials, may I suggest it is in the 
image of Simone Clarke [his girl friend 
who became known as the BNP 
ballerina last December] as she is a 
dancing lady too ... erm, um, er, that 
was a joke by the way ...”. 

This prompted Labour Councillor 
Jean Alexander, who has relatives who 
contracted asbestosis, to explode with 
rage. Her taunts that the BNP 
councillors were “Johnny come latelys 
in turn angered BNP Councillor 
Robert Bailey, which led to Labour’s 
Liam Smith telling him to “sit down 
and shut up”. Bailey then erupted with 
personal insults. 

Bailey and Smith, standing in as 
Leader of the Council, clashed again 
during question time after Bailey asked 
whether the Labour Party thought it 
was a good thing that “the white 


nstormer 


indigenous British people of Barking 
and Dagenham” would be a minority in 
ten years’ time. 

Pressed on the meaning of “indigenous” 
Bailey eventually responded, “White and 
British”, at which Smith reeled off a list of 
famous Irish people — Lord Kitchener, 
Montgomery and Nelson — who “came to 
defend England in her hour of need”. 

Moving on to another of the BNP’s 
obsessions, crime, Barnbrook claimed 
that knife crime in his ward was up six- 
fold this year. “I refer you to the 
stabbings at Becontree station”. 

“Becontree station is not in your ward”, 
retorted Smith. “Oh” said Barnbrook. 

With this sort of performance 
perhaps it is just as well that the BNP’s 
Barking and Dagenham councillors do 
not turn up very often. The best are 
Barnbrook and Lawrence Rustem, 
who attended 69% of their allocated 
meetings between 16 May and 27 
September according to council records. 
Among the others, Councillor Jamie 
Jarvis turned up at just three of the 
12 meetings he should have attended 
and Councillors Ronald Doncaster and 
Darren Tuffs went to three out of nine 
expected meetings. 

Although Barnbrook attends more 
meetings than his colleague Councillor 
Robert Buckley, it is Buckley who puts 
in the most time on ward casework. 
There is growing acrimony between the 
two and many BNP members in 
London were surprised and annoyed 
when Barnbrook was selected as the 
BNP’s candidate in next year’s London 
mayoral election. They were prepared 
to put up with it on the basis that a 
BNP mayoral candidate could achieve 
little more than show the party’s face in 
the election, that is until it emerged 
that Barnbrook would also head the 
BNP’s list for the London Assembly. 
All he needs is 5% of the vote across 
London to become the BNP’s first 
Assembly member, a percentage that 
the party nearly achieved last time 
round in 2004. 


BNP councillor booted out for non-attendance 


by Nick Lowles 


ear< 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY 
suffered a major setback in 
Sandwell when one of _ its 
councillors was kicked out for 
non-attendance. This is the latest 
disaster to affect the BNP branch 
in what was once considered one 
of the party's strongest areas. 

James Lloyd, a councillor for 
Princes End in Tipton, has not 
attended a meeting for six 
months. In mid-October he was 
informed of his disqualification as 
a councillor. A by-election will be 
held in early December. 

A few days after receiving the 
letter from Sandwell Council’s 
monitoring officer, Lloyd 
conceded defeat, saying he had 
been “stitched up like a kipper”. He 
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What is the BNP 
councillor hiding? 


FOLLOW OUR HOPE NOT HATE. 


to hand over CCTV footage. Last 
November Lloyd was attacked by a 
man wielding a machete and again 
refused to cooperate with police. 

Searchlight focused heavily on 
Lloyd in its local election literature 
and it appeared to work. Even Lloyd 
acknowledged the damage our 
exposure had done him. The BNP 
did not win a single seat in 
Sandwell and saw its vote fall by a 
third in some areas. 

A further blow to Sandwell BNP 
was the confirmation last month 
that councillor Simon Smith had 
formally left the BNP group and 
become an independent. He is 
believed to be courting the last 
two BNP councillors in the hope of 
getting them to join him. 
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hoped the BNP would select him 
again for a seat next May. 

Lloyd was  a_ controversial 
character and his antics have proved 
highly damaging for the BNP locally. 
In 2006 the BNP averaged 33% of the 
vote in the nine wards it contested in 
the borough. The party went into 
the 2007 elections boasting that it 
could win up to ten council seats, 
which would make the party the 
official opposition. 

That it did not was due to a 
combination of a resurgent Labour 
Party and the antics of Lloyd and his 
family. He won election in 2004 
promising to make parents respon- 
sible for the antisocial behaviour of 
their children. The promise did not 
stretch to himself, as two of his sons 


were repeatedly brought before local 
magistrates. One was named and 
shamed as a persistent offender by 
West Midlands police. 

At that time he ran the Lagoon 
pub, which doubled up as the 
BNP meeting hall. In January this 
year the police petitioned the 
licensing authority to oppose 
the renewal of his licence because 
of a series of violent incidents at 
the pub. In June 2006 a man was 
badly beaten in the pub but rather 
than report the attackers, Lloyd 
threw the victim out. 

The next day a man tried to shoot 
Lloyd in what police believe was a 
retaliatory attack. Lloyd did not 
inform the police and later refused 


The party's West Midlands 
regional organiser, Simon Darby, has 
publicly claimed that the loss of 
Smith and Lloyd will not affect 
the party’s fortunes in the borough. 
That is clearly wishful thinking as 
opponents will seek to exploit the 
appalling record of the BNP 
councillors. Lloyd’s BNP predecessor 
in Princes End was David Watkins 
but, believe it or not, he was even 
worse, earning a reputation as 
possibly Sandwell’s worst councillor. 
He only lasted one year. 

The BNP will undoubtedly throw 
resources into this by-election. 
While there is certainly a strong 
BNP vote in the area, many will 
wonder whether voting BNP is a 
waste of time. 


Credit where credit’s not due 


THE BNP’S THREE Kirklees councillors are trying 
to bask in other people’s glory, having achieved 
nothing useful themselves. After Kirklees Council 
was awarded four stars in its Comprehensive 
Performance Assessment, the BNP website claimed: 
“Our hard-working BNP councillors in Kirklees — 
Cllr Colin Auty (pictured), Cllr Roger Roberts and 
Cllr David Exley — prove how well BNP councillors 
work for their areas by being part of this top rating of 
four stars for Kirklees Council. 

Councils are given a star rating based on how well 
they are delivering services for local people and 
communities. Mostly this is down to council staff 
rather than the councillors, who decide policy rather 


than manage service provision. Even where 
councillors’ decisions have influenced the 
outcome, three councillors from a minority 
opposition party obsessed with denying equal | 
opportunities to all residents have hardly helped 
enhance the council’s performance. 

The BNP reports the Leader of Kirklees 
Council saying that the accolade could 
not have been awarded without the 
hard work and dedication of “everyone”. 
He was probably too polite to point out 
the truth, namely that the award was won 
despite the presence of three BNP 
councillors not because of it. 


Room service? 
STORIES OF AN ALLEGED incident at last year’s British 


National Party annual meeting in Blackpool have continued to 
circulate, or perhaps have deliberately been fed to a number of 
anti-fascist bloggers and organisations for the past six months 
or more. 

The details vary a bit but all versions of the story name two 
leading young BNP officers. It seems that on the Saturday night 
at the end of the training day that precedes Sunday’s AGM, a 
senior member of the BNP’s security unit requested the services 
of a local prostitute at the New Kimberley hotel. 

The earliest version of the story relates that she turned up with 
two girls aged 13 and 14 and that the two young party officers 
took them to their hotel room and asked them for sex. According 
to this version of the story, they left without anything sexual 
taking place. The story goes on that Nick Griffin, the BNP 
leader, knew about the incident and spoke harshly to the pair 
before breakfast on Sunday but took no disciplinary action then 
or afterwards. 

This is not the first time that there have been rumours of sex 
between BNP members and at least one underage girl. 

The most recent addition to the yarn was a 15-second mobile 
phone video clip that was sent to a Blackpool journalist, Unite 
Against Fascism and Lancaster UAF, one of Britain's best anti- 
fascist blogs. It shows two girls back to camera in a dark room 
speaking to the two identifiable BNP officers, one of whom 
insists in a loud voice that he is in the BNP. The girls give their 
first names. 

Even if they were the alleged 13 and 14 year-olds nothing in 
the film indicates anything improper taking place. Even so, 
anyone who placed the film or images from it in the public 
domain could get into serious trouble. 

So why all this effort apparently to lead the anti-fascist 
movement by the nose over all these months? Among Griffin's 
coterie is'a person with a long track record of putting about 
disinformation, who has a few little helpers. 

Other stories circulating about BNP security and other officers 
spending time in strip clubs, whoring and snorting cocaine 
might actually be true. 

So if anyone has any hard evidence about what really took 
place at the New Kimberley Hotel last November, we would be 
pleased to hear from you in confidence. 


DEMONSTRATE 
AGAINST THE BNP 


This year’s BNP conference will again be 
at the New Kimberley Hotel in 
Blackpool. A demonstration will take 
place outside the hotel on Saturday 17 
November at midday. It is important 
that this demonstration is bigger than 
the 200+ we had last year. 


The New Kimberley, 585-589 New South 
Promenade, Blackpool FY4 1NQ, is run 
by Peter and Susie Metcalfe and can be 
reached on 01253 341184. Please ring 

them to complain. Please also ring 
Choice Meats on 01253 353277 or 
353279 and Same Day Beers on 01253 
595999 to ask them to stop supplying 
the hotel. Please be polite when ringing 
and avoid swearing even if provoked, 
as we don’t want accusations that we're 
as bad as the fascists. 


Environmental Health at Blackpool is 
interested in what the New Kimberley is 
up to. You might like to ring them at 
01253 477477 and ask for Food 
Standards to report that the BNP is 
illegally catering for itself again this 
year as it did last year. The email 
address for complaints is 
ian.almond@blackpool.gov.uk. If you’d 
also like to complain to Blackpool 
Tourism, the number is 01253 478222. 


GETINVOLVED 


Searchlight is currently planning for next year’s local authority and London Assembly 
elections. Over the next few weeks we shall consult with the political parties, trade 


unions and local anti-BNP groups about our plans. 


We shall also hold a series of training events around the country to help local 


community organisations and trade unions run more effective local cam 
If you would like to help Searchlight or want to get involved in oe I 


group. please email us at cath 


iColejdatselaleneias nel 


To keep informed of the campaign for Hope not Hate plea 


www.hopenothate : 


Near miss 


THE BNP ONCE again showed its 
growing strength in the East Midlands 
by coming second in a council by- 
election in South Derbyshire in October. 

Richard Fallows polled 516 votes, a 
35.4% share, in Church Gresley ward 
on South Derbyshire District Council. 
Labour took the seat with 639 votes 
— 43.8%. 

The BNP campaign was run by 
Wayne McDermott, the party’s East 
Midlands elections officer. He ran 
the Bede by-election campaign in 
Nuneaton and Bedworth earlier this 
year, as well as the successful campaigns 
in North West Leicestershire and 
Charnwood in May. 

While the BNP vote appears to be 
slipping in council by-elections in much 
of the country, the party’s strong 
performance in the East Midlands 
should be cause for concern. 


Mussolini drama reading | 


ICHAEL FOOT’S anti-fascist courtroom 
drama The Trial of Mussolini will receive a 
rare stage reading at Theatro Technis, 
London, this month. 

Writing under the pseudonym “Cassius’, 
Foot imagined Mussolini brought to 
London to stand trial for war crimes. 
Through a series of twists and turns Foot 
aunched an extraordinary Jaccuse that 
blasted the conduct of the famous and 
powerful, including several British 
government ministers, in their adulation of 
Italy's dictator and Adolf Hitler's mentor. In 
his own words, Foot's drama, published as a 
pamphlet in 1943, was aimed at“underlying 
afresh the international character of the war 
and how we must continue to resist the 
reappearance of fascism’ 

The reading is on Sunday 18 November at 
Theatro Technis, 26 Crowndale Road, 
London NW1, at 7.30 pm. Tel 020 7387 
6617. Nearest station: Camden Town. 


BNP RELIEF AT 
BROWN’S U-TURN 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY was 
preparing to field 150 to 180 
candidates across the country had 
a general election been called. 
While the party had no prospect of 
winning a parliamentary seat it 
hoped to use the election, with its 
free mailshot and party political 
broadcasts, to consolidate its 
support ahead of the all-important 
European elections in 2009. 

Barking would have been its 
national target, with Nick Griffin, 
the party leader, intending to 
stand in nearby Thurrock. In 2005 
the BNP polled 16.9% in Barking, 
while the party averaged 24% 
across Thurrock’s 16 wards in this 
year’s local elections. 

Other key targets were 
Dagenham, Stoke-on-Trent South, 
Burnley, Dewsbury and Morley 
and Outwood. 

Because of the party's poor 
financial situation the leadership 
was prepared to fund only seven 
campaigns. Elsewhere local units 
would have had to find the 
deposit and money for campaign 
literature. Although the BNP 
played down the importance of 
the general election and stressed 
the need to prioritise the London 
elections in 2008 and then the 
European elections, party units 
were under extreme pressure to 
find candidates and money. 

The BNP estimated that a full 
campaign would cost at least 
£2,000, covering the £500 deposit, 
an election address distributed by 
post and at least one other colour 
leaflet. Any further money could 
have paid for local newspaper 
advertisements, a campaign tool 
that the BNP used in the 
Sedgefield by-election. 

A basic campaign at £800 
would have included only the 
election address for postal 
delivery, or in even smaller cam- 
paigns a simple leaflet distributed 
in a few key areas of the 
constituency. 

The BNP plans have now been 
put on hold, which is a great relief 
for many of party branches which, 
it appears, would have been 
incapable of delivering much 
material in a short campaign. 


International 
campaign 


Antifa- Mo. 


ANTI-FASCISTS IN RUSSIA 


SOLIDARITY vk: 


Donate to the 
Russian Human Rights 
Solidarity Fund 


Please send donations to: 
Russian Human Rights Solidarity 
Campaign, c/o Searchlight, PO Box 
1576, Ilford, Essex IG5 ONG 


Or pay directly into our account at: 
Russian Human Rights 
Solidarity Campaign 

Branch Sort Code: 40-03-36 
Account Number: 41284479 

IBAN : GB76MIDL40033641284479 
SWIFT CODE : MIDLGB22 


For online donations and further 
information please visit 
www-.searchlightmagazine.com 


- Moscow 


mallee calls for 
action on racism 


By Graeme Atkinson 


MOSCOW’S DEPUTY MAYOR has 
given a sombre warning that the city is 
heading for an explosion unless action 
is taken to confront racist skinheads. 
At a news conference in the Azeri 
capital Baku on 5 October, Lyudmila 
Shvetsova said that tensions in Moscow 
were “acute” and that steps should be 
taken to “instil tolerance in the mind of 
the public”. 

Her comments followed a series 
of violent incidents in Moscow at the 
end of September in which nazis 
carried out a series of attacks on 
ethnic non-Russians within minutes of 
each other in the same district. In the 
first incident a gang attacked a 22- 
year-old Chinese student, Tsin Sin, 
who was on a trolleybus with a female 
friend, beating him and then stabbing 
him in the chest. Shortly afterwards 
20-year-old Pyotr Yakovlev, a 
Chuvash, was attacked by a group of 
men who beat him and stabbed him in 
the chest. Both victims were 
hospitalised but survived. 

A few days later Arzu Gyadimoy, 27, 
a citizen of Azerbaijan, died in hospital 
from burns sustained after nazis set fire 
to his apartment. Incredibly, the police 
are reportedly investigating the incident 
as an ordinary domestic fire and not as a 
hate crime or murder. 

These incidents fit the findings of the 
highly respected = Moscow-based 
independent monitoring organisation, 
the Sova Centre, which has noted a 
steady increase in attacks on dark- 
skinned foreigners in Russia. According 
to Sova’s latest figures, in the first eight 
months of 2007 racists killed 21 people 
in Moscow and beat or wounded 
another 111. These figures compare 
with 37 killings in the whole of last year 
in the city, 16 in 2005 and 17 in 2004. 

Despite the international muscle- 
flexing of President Vladimir Putin’s 
increasingly authoritarian regime, the 
state is making little consistent effort to 
crack down on the activity of fascist 
gangs across Russia. 

In their latest rampage, Moscow nazis 
injured four non-Slavic migrants and 
killed one on 6 October. The first two 


victims were Tajiks, whom police found 
bleeding and unconscious, suffering 
from multiple stab wounds. The same 
day, a racist knifed a Chinese man at an 
open market in the city and later that 
evening a group of young men stabbed 
three Azeris, one of whom died from 
his wounds. 

Four days later, police in Moscow 
arrested a young man on suspicion of 
stabbing Vansi Jeanu, a Cameroon 
citizen, who was found lying in a pool of 
blood the previous day but are only 
investigating the attack as “hooligan 
behaviour”. 

In a separate case, two men from the 
Moscow region face hate crimes charges 
after being arrested in connection with 
an attack on a 29-year-old ethnic 
Armenian. The victim was beaten by 
two men who attacked him with 
baseball bats while shouting racist 
abuse. Despite the seriousness of the 
crime, both men have been bailed on 
condition that they do not leave their 
home town. 

Racist and fascist violence is also 
continuing in St Petersburg. In a vicious 
racist attack on 7 October, a Tajik man 
was seriously stabbed and hospitalised. 
A few days earlier two nazis launched 
an unprovoked attack with metal tubing 
on a mixed-race man. 

On 13 October, nazis attacked a 
“Music of the Streets” festival. As the 
concert started a group of about 20 
boneheads attacked five young people, 
breaking a man’s arm and leaving a girl 
hospitalised with a head wound from an 
iron bar. Later a small bag smelling of 
smoke was found in the concert hall and 
passed to a guard standing near the 
stage. At that moment, there were at 
least 300 hundred people in the hall but 
tragedy was averted by the swift 
response of the security staff. 

The police later found a home-made 
explosive device in the bag and the 
St Petersburg prosecutor’s office has 
initiated charges of illegal possession of 
explosives but so far not for an 
attempted terrorist attack. 

On 15 October, St Petersburg nazis 
implicitly took responsibility for these 
events by publishing a statement on a 
website that approved of the assaults 
and attempted bombing, and 
threatened anti-fascists and non- 
political supporters of ska/punk/ 
hardcore music with more attacks. 

Fascist violence is also being directed 
at Jews. In the latest incident 64 
gravestones were desecrated in a Jewish 
cemetery in Krasnoyarsk on 7 October. 
The same cemetery was also vandalised 
in 1998 and 2001, and the local 
synagogue has been daubed with 
antisemitic graffiti several times in 
recent years. ~= 


Antifa-Net Russia campaign roundup 


Russian anti-fascists are under constant attack from racists and fascists and 
receive little or no protection from the authorities. Several activists have been 
murdered. All over Europe anti-fascists are responding to the call for financial 
support to help organise resistance launched in Searchlight’s special four-page 


feature in September. 


DENMARK 


Fund-raising for Russian anti-fascists 
has started and a demonstration in 
solidarity with victims of Russian 
fascist violence and in memory of 
the assassinated journalist Anna 
Politkovskaya took place in 
Copenhagen on 5 October. Demos 
is campaigning to make Russia 
the main theme of the Kristallnacht 
demonstration on 9 November, 
which commemorates the Nazi 
pogrom against the Jews in 
Germany in 1938. 


NETHERLANDS 


Dutch anti-fascists and anti-nuclear 
activists picketed the Russian 
embassy in The Hague on 25 July 
after nazis murdered llya 
Borodayenko at an _ anti-nuclear 
camp in Siberia. The anti-fascist 
magazine Alert! has started a 
campaign to raise money for Russian 
anti-fascists and to _ circulate 
information about the situation in 
Russia. Banners appealing for money 
have been posted on_leftwing 
websites and a letter sent to left- 
wing organisations and pubs to seek 
donations. Profits from selling a new 
DVD about 15 years of Anti-Fascist 
Action will go to Russian anti-fascists. 

Alert! has published two 
background articles written by an 
activist from St Petersburg, drawn up 
a literature list on Russian fascism and 
Putin’s dictatorial state and published 
an article by a UK Indymedia activist 
describing how Indymedia can 
generate solidarity and support 


within hours of such appalling events 
as Borodayenko's murder. 


GERMANY 


Kiel: The anti-fascist magazine 
Enough is Enough will publish the 
call for solidarity and appeal for 
funds for Russian anti-fascists in its 
coming edition. 

Nordrhein-Westfalen: Anti-fascists 
have organised four public meetings 
with a speaker from Moscow and 
have already sent €400 to support 
anti-fascists there. 

Berlin and Cologne: The four-page 
feature in Searchlight’s September 
edition has been translated and 
published by the widely read 
internet weekly www.nrhz.de. 


POLAND 


Polish anti-fascists have secured 
€400 from the Football Against 
Racism in Europe fund for football- 
related anti-racist activities by 
the Memorial human __ rights 
project in St Petersburg. The Antifa- 
Net solidarity appeal text has 
been translated and posted on 
progressive Polish websites. 


AUSTRIA 


Anti-fascists have organised two 
protests against the rising racism and 
antisemitism in Russia and to show 
solidarity with the Russian anti- 
fascist activists. The first was during 
Putin's visit to Austria on 23 May and 
took place in the centre of Vienna 
together with a mass distribution of 
leaflets. At the beginning of July, a 
smaller demonstration was held at 
the Russian embassy to oppose 
homophobia in Russia, in particular 
the violence against the Moscow Gay 
Pride march. Leaflets about this 
were also distributed at the Gay 
Pride parade in Vienna. Informal 
fundraising events are continuing 
and a meeting is planned in Vienna 
with a speaker from Moscow's Sova 
monitoring centre to raise awareness 
of what is going on in Russia. 


Dutch anti-fascists picket the Russian 
Embassy in The Hague 


SWITZERLAND 


Anti-fascists in Berne are producing 
a dossier about nazi violence in 
Russia. The next edition of the anti- 
fascist paper Lautstark! will carry an 
article calling for donations, and 
meetings are planned. 


FRANCE 


French anti-fascists are awaiting 
the outcome of a trial of young 
anti-fascist who disrupted a fascist 
rally in St Petersburg and are 
planning a fundraising concert tour 
by the Russian anti-fascist rock 
band Crowd Control and a tour 
of meetings with Russian anti- 
fascists. Regular information on 
the situation in Russia is being 
published in every edition of 
the monthly radical anti-fascist 
magazine No Pasaran. 


UK 


Searchlight published its four- 
page feature on its website with 
the appeal for funds. Cash has 
started to come in from individual 
donors and from trade unionists in 
northwest England. Other trade 
union bodies and_ progressive 
organisations are being approach- 
ed for support and the feature 
is being reprinted for broader 
distribution. 


SWEDEN 


Plans for cooperation have been 
drawn up between Expo and 
Russian anti-fascist researchers. 
In June, Sweden's biggest paper 
Aftonbladet published a guest 
editorial by Expo on the situation 
in Russia. Expo is continuing to 
look for financial support for an 
anti-fascist project in Russia and 
hopes to win acceptance for a 
Swedish parliamentary hearing on 
Russian right-wing extremism. 
Plans are also going ahead for 
a publication in Russian on 
nazi symbols. 


International 


roundup 


A 19-YEAR-OLD far-right extremist 
has been sentenced to life imprison- 
ment for the racist murder of a 
two-year-old white girl and her Malian 
nanny in Antwerp in May last year. 

On 10 October a jury found 
Hans Van Themsche guilty of the 
murders of Luna Drowart and 
Oulematou Niangadou, 24, and the 
attempted murder of Songul Kos, 
a woman of Turkish origin. The jury 
also decided that the murders were 
racially motivated under a 2003 
hate-crimes law that had not 
previously been applied. 

On 11 May 2006 after being 
excluded from his boarding school, 
Van Themsche shaved his head, 
donned military boots and a long black 
coat, bought a rifle and_ started 
“hunting” foreigners in the streets of 
Antwerp’s old town in imitation of his 
favourite video game which, the court 
heard, he still plays in prison. 


BELGIUM: Fascist convicted of racist murders 


DUTCH NAZIS found a new target 
for their hate-filled politics on 
8 September when they laid siege to 
an event in The Hague organised by 
MTV under the title “The city is 
ours”. The 50 nazis who turned up to 
harass visitors belonged to a newly 
formed group called Stop MTV, 
which consists largely of members 
of Youth Storm, the youth section 
of the Racial Volunteer Force (RVF), 
also known as the National Socialist 
Autonomes. 

The nazis see MTV as an example of 


His first victim, Ms Koc, 47, was 
shot and seriously injured as she sat on 
a bench. The other two died after being 
shot in the back. His frenzied rampage 
only ended when a policeman shot 
him. He survived to his own despair as 
he had indicated in a farewell note that 
he wanted to be “killed in action”. 

The killings shocked Belgium and 
resulted in the tightening of legislation 
on selling guns. Two months later 
around 20,000 people took part in a 
march against racism in Antwerp. 

The police investigation claimed that 
Van Themsche had no formal links 
with the extreme right although he told 
investigators that his extremist views 
had crystallised after some bad 
experiences with immigrant youngsters 
at his school. Van Themsche’s parents, 
however, were activists in the racist 
Vlaams Belang (VB) and his aunt, 
Frieda Van Themsche, is a VB MP. 
At the trial, Van Themsche’s father 


~~ Nazistarget MTV 


capitalism, the diminution of values, 
the degradation of women and the 
promotion of drugs, branding it an 
“international brainwashing centre”. 
Their banners mimicked  Anti- 
Fascist Action, and one from the 
RVF proclaimed, “Lead the Way!”. 
Also present at the end of the 
demonstration was the veteran Dutch 
nazi Eite Homan, trying to recruit 
members to his own group. 

Elsewhere on the far right, Michiel 
Smit, the leader of the semi-defunct 
New Right, has resigned as a town 
councillor in Lansingerland. On the 
run from creditors — over his expenses 
when he was on Rotterdam city 
council, rent for the former party 
office and bills for the party’s website 
hosting — Smit hid in Almelo with one 
of the remaining New Right activists. 
When Lansingerland council officers 
discovered this, they ordered him 
to comply with the residence 
requirement. Smit responded by 
resigning, a decision that probably 
spells the end for his party. 


From Jeroen Bosch for Alert! 
and Antifa-Net in Utrecht 


Nazis try to copy militant anti-fascist style in 
anti-MTV protest 


told the press he had quit the VB “out 
of respect for the victims”. 

Van Themsche’s killing spree was 
extremely inconvenient for the VB, 
occurring four months before elections 
in which Philip Dewinter, the party’s 
leader, hoped to become the first VB 
mayor of Antwerp. In a damage 
limitation exercise a couple of days 
after the murders, Frank Vanhecke, the 
party’s president, publicly declared for 
the first time that there was no place 
for skinheads, hooligans, neo-nazis and 
other “marginal creatures” in his party. 

Dewinter lost to the socialist 
candidate Patrick Janssens, whose 
victory sparked spontaneous  anti- 
racist demonstrations in Antwerp. 
The killings certainly had an effect 
on the election but it is still difficult to 
measure the wider impact. 


From Wim Haelsterman for 
AFF/Verzet - RésistanceS in Brussels 


SERBIA: Nazis jailed for 
attacking marchers 


THREE NAZIS HAVE been sentenced 
to up to 25 days in prison for attacking 
an anti-fascist demonstration attended by 
over 5,000 people in Novi Sad on 
7 October. 

Sixty members of the nazi National 
Front (Nacionalni Stroj) were arrested in 
a police raid on an army-owned recreation 
centre in Novi Sad after a mob of nazis, 
wearing black shirts and army-style 
boots, had insulted and hurled bottles and 
stones at the anti-fascist march as it 
passed by. Those arrested included the 
leader of the NS, Goran Davidovic, who 
has criminal convictions. He was seen 
laughing as police yanked him into a 
police car. 

The NS had planned its own rally for 
the same day to celebrate the birthday of 
Heinrich Himmler, Hitler’s infamous SS 
commander, who took party in 
organising the murder of hundreds of 
thousands of Serbs, Jews and Roma on 
Yugoslav territory during the Second 
World War. After fierce protests from 
Jewish and Roma organisations, anti- 
racist groups and mainstream Serbian 
parties, the authorities banned the march 
“because it endangered public morals and 
public safety”. 

After the ban was announced, another 
far-right group called Face (Obraz) 
declared that it would organise a march in 
support of the NS. It is unclear whether 
any of its members were among those 
arrested but police later reported that they 
had arrested eight Bulgarian nazis in 
Belgrade before they were able to leave for 
Novi Sad to join up with Davidovic. 

The NS has been active for several years 
but kicked its way to international 
attention in November 2005 when it 
launched a violent attack on an anti- 
fascist seminar at Novi Sad’s university 
on the anniversary of Kristallnacht, 
the pogrom against Germany’s Jews that 
the Nazis unleashed on 9 
November 1938. 

After, the antifascist 
march, people taking part 
went to the bank of the 
Danube, to place wreaths and 
light candles at the 
memorial to the 1,000 
Serb and Jews of Novi 
Sad, victims of 
Hungarian fascists in 
1942 who mur- 
dered them and 

threw their bodies 
into the river. 


Nazi leader 
Goran Davidovic 


Nazi organiser was 


THE EXPOSURE OF a Blood 
and Honour organiser as a security 
service spy has proved that B&H 


still operates despite being 
outlawed in Germany. For several 
years Sebastian Seemann was one 
of the main organisers of the 
annual concerts staged by B&H 
Flanders to commemorate the 
fascist icon Ian Stuart Donaldson. 
The events attracted audiences of 
up to 2,000 to hear the top hate 
music bands. 

Seemann’s role both in B&H 
and as an informer became known 
as a result of a police blunder 
at the beginning of September. 
The German authorities have 
constantly denied that B&H had 
any organisational structure in the 
Nordrhein-Westfalen region close 
to the Dutch and Belgian borders 
and were therefore embarrassed by 
Seeman’s exposure, which proved 
the continued involvement of 
German-based nazis in B&H’s 
international network. 

The news that one of B&H’s 
leading activists was a spy for 
the internal security service, the 
Verfassungsschutz, was greeted with 
alarm in the nazi music scene. 
Seemann had been an active nazi for 
over ten years 
and, in partic- 
ularjod wasm ~ 2 
close associate of 
the circle around 
the Dortmund 
hate rock group 
Oidoxie, which is 
now regarded as 
the leading German ‘| } 
B&H band. 

“C18 Europe is \ 
shocked now” lam- 
ented a member of 


the Netherlands B&H 


police spy and drug dealer 


(above left and below) Sailing 
into trouble: security service 
informer Sebastian Seemann 


offshoot, the Racial Volunteer 
Force, on the internet adding, 
“Seemann know a lot of informa- 
tion many comrades of acres affraid 
now ... Last year there was also 
a concert, by the same organisers, 
i didn't go, cause i don’t trust the 
most of the organisers (Seemann 


(C18 Germany), Bart (C18 USA), 


Patrick de Bruin (manager 
of Oidoxie)”. 
Nazis are also blaming 


Seemann for the police raids 
against B&H Flanders in 
September 2006 which netted 
400 weapons including machine 
pistols and explosives. According 
to his former comrades, Seemann 
had sold firearms and one of 
these was his undoing after he 
gave it to a fellow drug dealer, 
known only as Robin S, who owed 
him money and who then used it 
to rob a supermarket. 

The robber was arrested and 
told a court that he had obtained 
the weapon from Seemann. 
After police papers were given to 
André Pieker, Robin S’s defence 
lawyer, it emerged that the police 
had tapped Seemann’s telephone 
in connection with cocaine 
trafficking and had also picked up 
his frequent 
conversations 
with his secret 
# service handler. 
It has since 
been revealed 
that the Verfas- 
sungschutz has at 
least 12 informers 
y in nazi organisations. 
_ If this is so, the clear- 
up rate for crimes 
f committed by rightwing 
“extremists has been 
remarkably low. 


International 


Nazis hijack social issues 


Klaus Maler, for Antifa-Net in Berlin, explains how the 
NPD has made political progress by building on the 


protests against welfare cuts. 


GERMAN NAZIS, from both the 
National Democratic Party (NPD) and 
the independent Kameradschaften, are 
trying to focus on social issues such as 
unemployment and welfare cuts to 
recruit and win votes. 

The nazis’ ploy of posing as “social 
radicals” first took off in 2004 when 
they shocked trade unionists and 
community activists, especially in the 
former East Germany, by turning up 
at their Monday night protests against 
the government's Hartz IV reform 
plan to scale down the benefits and 
welfare system. 

Often they were allowed, under the 
threat or actual use of police 
truncheons, to join the marches, 
much to the annoyance of other 
participants. In other cases, the march 
organisers and participants barely 
blinked at the presence of the nazis, 
frightened of confrontation with them 
and regarding their presence as a lesser 
evil than a punch-up. 


That nazis could simply turn up 
and join in social protests had hitherto 
not been seen in postwar Germany. 
Fascists had individually taken part in 
meetings and demonstrations but their 
organised presence was completely new. 

Even worse was the fact that the 
authorities more or less guaranteed 
the nazis’ participation by interpreting 
public assembly laws in a manner 
advantageous to them. This inter- 
pretation, of course, left any decisions 
about who could and who could not 
take part in a march or rally exclusively 


in the hands of the police. There are 
lessons here for the organisers of 
future protests. 

The effects of this bending of the 
law were felt especially in former 
East Germany, notably in conservative 
Thiiringen and Sachsen. For example, 
the Dresden Order Office, which grants 
permission for demonstrations, refused 
to accept an applicant from the local 
Alliance against the Destruction of the 
Welfare State because the group had 
excluded fascists from its previous 
marches. The group therefore had to 
find someone else to lodge a formal 
application to march. 

When the demonstration took place, 
it emerged that the police were under 
instructions to hold it up until the 
fascists, who had tried to kick their 
way onto earlier marches, joined 
the column. The police had offered the 
march organisers the choice of either 
demonstrating together with the nazis 
or being dispersed. 


( nancen geben - 


(above and below) nazis adopt “anti- 
capitalist” slogans to outflank the left 


found its way onto the streets. The first 
“Monday demonstrations’, styled on 
the protests against the Communist 
regime in 1989-90, were very different 
from the usual left-wing demonstration 
culture. It was obvious that a completely 
different section of the community 
was venting its wrath. Hartz IV had 
brought a broad cross section of usually 
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What the anti-cuts demonstrators 
discovered had long been known to 
young anti-fascists, namely that the 
authorities and police will protect 
the nazis and enable them to get a 
public foothold. Experiences such as 
that in Dresden substantially clouded 
the euphoria that accompanied the start 
of the mass protests against the Hartz 
IV reforms. 

These events must be seen in context. 
In 2004, when the grim implications of 
Hartz IV became apparent, there was an 
explosion of popular anger that rapidly 


quiescent employed and unemployed 
people into the political picture and 
bound them together with a strong 
feeling of social solidarity. 

Six years earlier, the Social Democrats 
and Greens in the so-called red-green 
alliance had won the federal elections 
on the issue of social justice. But by 
2004 their harsh spending cutbacks 
were opening up a space on their left, 
above all among active trade unionists, 
many of them disappointed Social 
Democrats, who seized the initiative to 
establish a new political force called 


Labour and Social Justice -— the 
Electoral Alternative (WASG). It was 
from the wave of enthusiasm 
exemplified by the early Monday 
protests that an alliance between 
WASG and the more established 
Democratic Socialist Party (PDS) was 
shaped and forecast to win up to 12% in 
the federal election. 

The social discontent also radicalised 
the far right. By making themselves 


revolution’, to follow the path of their 
historical model, Hitlers NSDAP, 
attempting to mobilise masses of people 
at the grass roots. The Hartz IV protests 
meshed with the nazis’ strident “anti- 
capitalist” and “socialist” propaganda 
of recent years. Using the weakness of 
the left, they take over leftist 
terminology so that genuinely left-wing 
ideas become obscured. 

Soon after the Hartz IV protests, the 
fascist right designated the social 
question as a key strategic field and 
began systematically to copy elements 
of left-wing and ultra-left style and 
forms of propaganda and mobilisation. 
Since then the fascists have produced 
pamphlets and newspapers heavily 
centred on privatisation and “anti- 
capitalism”. In 2005, for example, the 
Kameradschaften and NPD embarked 
on an anti-globalisation campaign 
that would culminate in a “powerful” 
demonstration against the 2007 G8 
meeting in Germany. 

The much-vaunted G8 demon- 
stration was a flop but globalisation 
still provides ideal ideological territory 
for the nazis. They see themselves as the 
defenders of the national and social 
state that international finance capital — 
by which they mean “nomadic”, 
“Jewish” capital — wants to destroy. 

This wholly imaginary counterpois- 
ing of the national state and “national 


parliament in the 2009 elections. 
The NPD ideologist Jiirgen Gansel has 
set the tone by calling for the 
“ethnicisation and polarisation” of all 
social issues. He wants to “nationalise 
the social question” by always posing 
choices such as us or them, we Germans 
or those foreigners, immigration state 
or welfare state, our Germany or the 
world abroad. 

Gansel sees the future prospects for 
the fascist right as very rosy. The left, 
by which he means above all the PDS, 
has lost credibility through carrying 
out neo-liberal policies in regional 
governments in Berlin and 
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern. “In parts 
of central Germany, nationalists who 
have infused social issues with vé/kisch 
[racial nationalist] content have already 
taken the lead in shaping opinion 
irreversibly”, he claims confidently. 

While it cannot be said that 
the Kameradschaften and NPD have 
rooted themselves in social struggles, 
there is no doubt that they are 
steadily developing their infrastruc- 
tures. Since 2004 they can increasingly 
give their policies parliamentary 
expression through their seats in 
regional assemblies in Sachsen and 
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern as well as 
on three borough councils in Berlin. 

The explosiveness of fascist slogans 
such as “Shut the borders to scabs” 


much more visible, the nazis had 
signalled that they wanted to challenge 
the left’s monopoly on social protest. 
The NPD’s triumphant entry into 
the Sachsen regional parliament in 
September 2004 was based at least 
partly on the widespread public hostility 
to the Hartz IV legislation. 

The most radical elements of the 
far right, the NPD and _ the 
Kameradschaften, had already developed 
the mobilising capacity and tried, in 
accordance with their role as 
“revolutionaries of the counter- 


capital” against international financial 
capital offers fertile soil for rightwing 
arguments that have even filtered into 
the camp of some globalisation critics 
on the left. 

The fine stitching on the fascists’ 
strategy comes from Sachsen where the 
NPD’s parliamentary presence allows it 
to employ party theoreticians and 
elevate the social question to its central 
policy battleground. 

Armed with this policy the NPD 
evidently believes it has a chance of 
winning representation in the federal 


becomes obvious when one recalls that 
during the Monday protests the nazis 
announced plans to blockade a 
German-Polish border crossing. 

Even if the NPD has not been able to 
enhance its prospects for any kind of 
coalition with the conservatives, its 
“anti-capitalist” course is doing it no 
harm. If anything, it has established 
itself as the leading force on the 
German far right in contrast to almost 
all other west European countries where 
populist-style parties dominate that 
part of the political spectrum. ~_ 


International 


Ajax fans break up nazi demonstration 


From Jeroen Bosch for Alert! and Antifa-Net in Utrecht 


Ajax fans lay into Dutch fascists 


FOOTBALL FANS of the top 
Dutch club Ajax sent a crowd of Nazis 
packing in Amsterdam on 22 September 
after giving them a good hiding. 
The Nationalist People’s Movement 
(NVB) activists were hypocritically 
intending to demonstrate in Amsterdam 
against the temporary removal of a 
Second World War monument while a 
mosque was being built. 

At the beginning of the year, the NVB 
wrote to the district council demanding 
the immediate replacement of the 
monument, a cross commemorating 
Resistance fighters during the Nazi 
occupation. The letter stated that a cross 
should never be removed for a mosque 
and added that the “Christian religion is 
the foundation of our values”. 


The right-wing populist Geert 
Wilders also protested at the 
monument’s removal and _ tabled 
parliamentary questions to several 


ministries about it. He alleges the cross 

was removed because it would be 
ae . . »” 
insulting to Muslims”. 

Constant Kusters of the NVB’s bitter 


nazi rival, the Dutch People’s Union 
(NVU), took a different view and urged 
his followers not to join the 
demonstration. Kusters, who regards 
himself as a superior type of nazi, 
objected to the NVB demonstrating for 
a Christian symbol for Resistance 
fighters, pointed out that Jesus was a 
Jew and declared that his sect was more 
concerned about the rise of Zionism in 
the Netherlands. He accused Wilders of 
being an Islam-basher who follows a 
Zionist agenda. 

Other groups, including New National 
Unity, Holland Hardcore and National 
Collective, ignored Kusters and said they 
would join the demonstration. 

On the day some 40 people gathered 
under the protection of heavies from 
Dietse Kameraden, a local NVB group 
and Blood and Honour members. 
As they were preparing to move off, 
around 20 Ajax fans, who style 
themselves “Hooligans”, walked towards 
the nazis, followed by local youths and 
some anti-fascists, and attacked them. 
The nazis hit back but were humiliated 


and ran away, leaving three of their 
number with head injuries, a broken 
nose and a fractured hand. 

Although riot police and plainclothes 
police intervened and arrested three 
anti-nazis, they also called Wim Beaux, 
the NVB leader and rightwing veteran, 
to a police van to tell him that the 
demonstration had been cancelled and a 
bus was ready to transport his 
supporters to a local railway station. 

At a nearby square, members of a 
local anti-fascist committee staging 
a demonstration cheered when they 
learned about the cancellation of 
the NVB event. A week earlier, the 
committee had marched through 
the neighbourhood to mobilise people 
against the NVB. 

The nazis, meanwhile, are thinking 
about holding another demonstration 
in Amsterdam against “the criminal 
organisation, AFA”  (Anti-Fascist 
Action). Even Kusters is willing to set 
aside his differences with the NVB on 
this one and has announced that he will 
organise it. ~a 
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Nazi youths charged with torture murder 


Johannes Jakobsson and Mikael Ekman report from Stockholm for Expo and Antifa- 


Netin Stockholm 
TWO 16-YEAR-OLD BOYS 
connected with the nazi National 


Socialist Front (NSF) have been charged 
with the brutal murder of a disabled man 
in Stockholm on 18 June. The 55-year- 
old victim, who has not been named, was 
attacked in his home and tortured and 
beaten horrifically for several hours, 
before he died from his injuries. 

A third boy, aged 15, has been charged 
with gross physical abuse for his part in 
the sustained assault. Preliminary 
investigation indicates that the reason 
for the attack was that the victim had 
sold alcohol to the alcoholic mother of 
one of the youths, which drove him into 
a rage. He and two friends went to the 
man’ flat bent on revenge. 

Their first visit was on the afternoon 
of 18 June when they kicked and beat 
the man using knuckle-dusters and steel 
toe-capped boots. When he fell to the 
floor they stamped on his head and 
poured salt into his wounds. After they 
departed he lay on the floor severely 
injured, unable to call for help because 
he was disabled and had no telephone. 

At midnight, the 16-year-olds returned 
to batter their victim with a motorcycle 


helmet and threw glass bottles at him, 
again leaving him on the floor. Between 
these vile attacks, the teenagers 
exchanged text messages containing sick 
boasts such as: “you should have seen his 
head — completely smashed — blood 
everywhere — ha ha— P”. 

At around three or four in the morning, 
the two resumed their violence. Mobile 
phone video footage showed them taking 
turns at pounding the critically injured 
man with a baseball bat while shouting 
“Hail victory” and “Sieg Heil”. 

The prosecutor's application for a 
summons to the Attunda district court 
details the victim’s appalling injuries, 
which included massive bruising, a 
broken nose, smashed teeth, a broken 
elbow, broken ribs, a ruptured liver, a 
brain haemorrhage and abdominal 
bleeding. According to the prosecution 
these wounds led to his death at the latest 
an hour after the attacks finally ceased. 

During their investigation, the police 
found the film of the assault as well as 
considerable material from the White 
Power scene in Sweden and abroad. 
The youths’ computers contained film 
of extreme violence and executions by 


nazis in Russia. There were also still 
pictures of the teenagers posing with 
guns and baseball bats and saluting 
Hitler, together with propaganda from 
the NSF and the nazi Info-14 network. 

As well as citing the technical 
evidence, the prosecutor has called 
several witnesses who have told how the 
three culprits openly bragged about the 
assault. One person said that they acted 
as if they had done something “cool”. 

The three have admitted to the police 
that they assaulted the man but the 
older boys deny that they intended to 
kill him. The 15-year-old was not 
charged with murder, it appears, because 
he did not participate in the final assault 
that eventually led to his death. 

The scale of the boys’ killing lust 
embarrassed even the violent NSF 
which on 2 October posted a nervous 
announcement on its website declaring 
that one of the 16-year-olds used to be a 
member of the organisation but was 
excluded when the NSF leadership 
heard about the case. Incredibly for a 
party that has been home to several nazi 
killers, it also proclaimed its opposition 
to the murder. ~=a 


International 


Nativism in 
the House 


By Leonard Zeskind 


AT THIS VERY MOMENT, tens of 
millions of immigrants - with and 
without proper papers - are busy 
adding to the Gross Domestic Product 
of the United States. Slaughterhouse 
workers born in a dozen different 
countries are producing hamburger 
and beef roast in Garden City, Kansas. 
Haitians are cutting sugar cane and 
picking oranges in Florida. Salvadoran 
women are tending other people's 
children in every major city of the 
country. Nigerians, Liberians and 
Sudanese drive cabs in Washington 
DC. And refugees from countries torn 
by the American military, such as 
Vietnamese and Laotians, have settled 
in cities large and small. They deserve 
respect and human dignity - and a 
path to citizenship in a county that 
many have sweated blood to enter. 

For the most part, these recent 
arrivals have been cut loose from their 
home countries by the rapaciously 
fast movement of global capital; and 
they are accelerating a significant 
racial-ethnic transformation of the 
United States. The long-dominant 
white majority is in the process of 
losing its place of demographic 
prominence. And “white” people are 
expected to become a minority, one 
more alongside other minorities, by 
mid-century. This change in racial 
(and cultural) dynamics has helped 
ignite an explosive growth of anti- 
immigrant organisations, lobbies 
and caucuses, leading in turn to a 
metamorphosis within the white 
nationalist movement. 

A new report entitled “Nativism in 
the House” by the Building Democracy 
Initiative in Chicago breaks new 
ground while examining the 
xenophobes and nativists implanted 
in the United States Congress. 
Nativism is a long-established feature 
of some American political 
movements, dating back to the 19th 
century and the then-dominant 


Anglo-Saxon Protestant majority's 
hostility towards recently arrived 
Irish Catholics. Fifty years later it re- 
emerged with the opposition to newly 
arrived Jewish, Italian and Polish 
immigrants. From the beginning, it has 
been deeply entwined with theories 
of eugenics and scientific racism. 


The House Immigration Reform 
Caucus (HIRC) was founded by 
Representative Tom Tancredo, a 


Buchanan-like figure from Colorado, 
and now commands the affiliation of 
110 members of the House of 
Representatives. All but eight of 
them are from the Republican Party. 
The HIRC’s current chairman, Repres- 
entative Brian Bilbray from California, is 
a former paid staff member for the 
Federation for American Immigration 
Reform, an organisation that has a well 
documented connection to advocates 
of scientific racism and eugenics. 
Some of its members have helped 
legitimise vigilante organisations such 
as the Minutemen. And HIRC members 
have sponsored the most noxious anti- 
immigrant, anti-civil rights measures 
considered by Congress. 

For more than 15 years, anti-fascists 
in the USA have been describing the 
movement of white nationalism from 
the margins to the mainstream. 
Through a careful investigation of cam- 
paign contributions to HIRC members, 
voting records, legislative proposals 
and the demographic character of 
their individual home districts, readers 
can see how far into the mainstream 
the promotion of a white-dominated 
nation-state has travelled. In particular, 
the HIRC acts as a beachhead on 
Capitol Hill for the racist-dominated 
anti-immigrant movement. 

Although anti-immigrant propa- 
gandists often invoke the supposed 
interests of native-born wage earn- 
ers, these HIRC representatives 
regularly vote against the interests of 
working people. Most are opposed to 
abortion rights for women and also 
vote against civil rights and civil liber- 
ties concerns. The HIRC is remarkably 
cohesive and acts as an ideological 
force, unlike the more typically 
policy-centred caucuses in Congress. 
The report finds that the HIRC is ideo- 
logically driven and might more 
accurately fit an “ultra-nationalist” 
model typically associated with 
far-right European parties such as 
Jean-Marie Le Pen’s National Front in 
France, the Vlaams Belang in Belgium 
and the Swiss People’s Party. 


Notwithstanding the HIRC’s 


character, its members have received 
campaign contributions from a 
surprisingly wide range of sources, 
including AT&T, the American Medical 
Association and Home Depot. All told, 
2,600 Political Action Committees 
(PACs), most of which are not 
considered anti-immigrant, have 
contributed to the HIRC’s campaign 
coffers. In addition, HIRC members 
receive funding from nativist sources 
such as the Minuteman PAC as well 
as from ultra-conservative sources 
such as the Eagle Forum and the Club 
for Growth. 

It is often assumed by anti-fascists 
and others that that nativist politics 
are the result of economic resentment 
or some other particular economic 
harm — in effect, a form of scape- 
goating. This notion — that racism and 
bigotry spring unmediated from the 
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heads of blue collar workers filled with 
angst over competition for jobs — is so 
prevalent that it often goes 
unexamined in its particulars. But these 
congressmen and women are not 
elected from districts dominated by 
concerns over economic dislocation. 
Indeed, those representatives from 
California districts with a significant 
minority of Hispanic residents are 
suburban and middle class. Latinos 
exist in a virtual dual-labour market 
there, reminiscent of the Jim Crow 
South. In the South, Mid-South and 
West they are elected from 
constituencies with a measurable 
percentage of rural, blue collar white 
people, but very small numbers of 
Hispanics, certainly not enough to pose 
a threat in the overall job market. 
Consider instead the potential threat 
that brown-skinned Spanish-speaking 
workers pose to the hegemony of white 
cultural norms and national identity. 

In this regard, it is understandable 


that HIRC members consistently 
promote legislation aimed at ending 
the Fourteenth Amendment's 
provision for “birthright” citizenship. 
The most recent version of such a bill 
has 90 co-sponsors in the House of 
Representatives, the overwhelming 
majority of them HIRC members. 
While such a bill has not yet been 
passed by the House and would likely 
stall in a Senate controlled by the 
Democrats, every sponsor it gathers is 
another step towards a constitutional 
crisis of the most serious kind. 

This report begins an analysis of 
the larger anti-immigrant _ social 
movement that is certain to initiate 
a much-needed discussion by 
immigrants’ rights advocates as well as 
Americans who find themselves 
conflicted on immigration policy but 
are thoroughly uncomfortable with the 
ideology espoused by many in the anti- 
immigrant movement and _ their 
supporters in the HIRC. ~=a 


Nativism in the House: 


@ The entire report is available online 
at www.buildingdemocracy.org. 
Leonard Zeskind is one of the authors of 
the report “Nativism in the House” 
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Would-be successors 


jostle for Le Pen’s crown 


Taz reports from Paris for Reflex and Antifa-Net 


Jean-Marie Le Pen: on his way out? 


THE FRENCH FAR right is starting 
to look beyond its longtime figurehead 
Jean-Marie Le Pen who, even if he is 
still leader of the Front National after 
its next congress, in Bordeaux in 
November, has life’s clock ticking 
against him. At 79 and with a lifetime 
of political plotting and skullduggery 
behind him, Le Pen knows it only too 
well, but continues to blow hot and cold 
on who will finally succeed him. 

His number two (and hardly a 
favourite), Bruno Gollnisch, is tem- 
porarily out of the running following a 
quadruple coronary bypass. Carl Lang, 
who also has leadership ambitions, has 
put himself at the head of the 
“conservative” current within the FN 
and announced himself as a candidate 
for the party presidency when Le Pen 
stands aside, which prompted the retort 
from Le Pen that his daughter, Marine, 
would be a more suitable leader. 

Le Pen has never before expressed 
himself so clearly in favour of his 
daughter and his statement will have 


caused considerable irritation among 
his would-be successors. 

Independently of the manoeuvring at 
the top of the FN, those on its margins 
have regrouped into two opposing 
tendencies — some have called it a 
“parting of the nationalist waters”. This 
has led to the reappearance of some old 
figures on the French extreme right. 

The first tendency is represented 
by Alain Soral and his Egalité 
et Réconciliation (ER) association. 
This outfit attracted a strange collection 
of personalities and political opinions 
to its first “summer school” on the 
weekend of 8-9 September, attended by 
more than 200 people. They included 
representatives of the old national- 
revolutionary current, _ including 
Christian Bouchet, former members of 
the Group Union Défense strong-arm 
squad that was active at the beginning 
of the 1990s, such as Frédéric Chatillon 
and Jildaz Mahé, celebrities such 
as the black antisemitic “comedian” 


Dieudonné and Serge Ayoub, known as 


Batskin, together with a motley crew of 
FN activists and Islamist extremists. 

The view among these people seems 
to be that one has to accept the presence 
in France of immigrant populations of 
African origin. They want to form a 
national pact, especially with young 
“Arab-Muslims”, to prevent “globalist 
disintegration’. For that purpose, of 
course, it is essential to designate a 
common enemy, which is naturally “the 
American-Zionist axis”. 

If antisemitism is not the prime 
motivation of the organisers of ER, it 
was certainly strong enough to attract 
personalities such the notorious 
revisionist Pierre Guillaume to the 
summer school. 

The list of speakers suggests that this 
political current is doomed to fail, as that 
has been the result of this kind of politics 
in the past, as exemplified by Christian 
Bouchet, all of whose political enterprises 
since the end of 1980s — Troisiéme Voie, 
Lutte du Peuple, Unité Radicale, and 
infiltration of Bruno Mégret’s MNR — 
have irretrievably sunk. 

But one should not write ER off too 
quickly. It has undoubtedly profited 
from the curiosity it has aroused on the 
right in past eight or nine months. It has 
major assets, not least the support of 
Le Pen whose attendance bestowed his 
approval on the venture, the presence of 
some “famous” figures likely to attract 
members (not only Soral but also 
Batskin who is still a legend among the 
boneheads) and solid financial support 
thanks to members such as Chatillon 
whose is more than comfortably off. 

ER's line echoes the strong colonialist 
tendency in the formation of the FN. 
However it conflicts with the signals 
that Marine Le Pen is sending out 
towards a part of the Jewish community 
because of the presence of antisemites 
such as Dieudonné. 

In a reaction to the new-found 
“unity” around ER, a second grouping 
brings together a different assortment 
of ultra-rightists, including Bloc 
Identitaire (BI), Terre et Peuple and 
Alsace d’abord as well as bodies 
representing old French nationalism 
such as ’Euvre Frangaise. 

The only point common to all these 
groups, which do not share much mutual 
affinity, is their unbending opposition 
to “national-cosmopolitanism’, the 
term used recently by Fabrice Robert, 
the boss of BI, to mean the Jews. 
This little parallel universe will meet in 
Paris at the end of October for the 
birthday of the magazine Synthése 
National. In the run-up, there could be 
much psychodrama. ~=a 
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With special thanks to David Hoffman, Mike Cohen, Sue 
John Ferguson, Billy Bragg, Nick Lowles and the Mh Amount £ 
hundreds of other photographers that have donated (cheques made payable to Searchlight) 
their time and efforts in the fight against hate. 
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ae Main picture: Darcus Howe addresses the crowd at 
A: Lewisham in 1977. Picture: Syd Shelton 


wont 7 ] Inset top: Local people sign the Searchlight/Daily 
_ Mirror Hope not Hate bus in Newcastle, April 2007 


Inset bottom: young people register their 
opposition to the National Front in the 1970s 
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